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Sermons for the Month of August. 





DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


THE MOST SACRED HEART IS EXCEEDINGLY RICH IN 
MERCY; THERE ALL SINNERS FIND PARDON AND 
GRACE. 


“Come to me, all you that labor, and are burdened, and I will refresh 
you.”—Matt. ii, 28. 


SYNOPSIS.—Jesus called Himself the “Son of Man,” rather than the Son 
of God, to indicate His assuming human nature. His human Heart im- 
parted compassion and tenderness to the other parts of His human 
body, the eyes, the ears, the tongue, the hands, the feet, the whole body. 
So does the divine Heart also impart grace to the members of His 

' mystical body, the church. The gentleness of the Sacred Heart. The 
——— woman. The intercession of the Sacred Heart. Saul and 

avid. 


It is remarkable that the divine Saviour during His stay upon 
earth used no other name for Himself, than that of “Son of man.” 
In St. Matthew’s Gospel alone the divine Redeemer calls Himself 
by this name twenty-eight times. Why did He not call Himself 
“Son of God”? St. Cajetan explains that Christ did not call Himself 
“Son of God,” but “Son of man,” in order to emphasize that He 
was a real man, and that He was giving His whole Heart, and 
even His life for mankind, because, for this He came into the 
world, to save mankind, and to offer Himself for their redemption. 
What boundless, amazing love of this most loving Heart of Jesus, 
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by which it offered itself up for all mankind, and even now breathes 
grace and mercy towards mankind just as the sun illumines the 
earth, gives light to the stars above, and imparts to all creatures 
light, warmth and growth. 

Yes, the divine heart of Jesus is the mystical sun, which does 
good to all, illumines everything and the rays of His divine mercy 
are poured out in heaven upon the heavenly spirits, and the souls 
of the blessed, but also upon the souls of mortals upon earth, not 
barring even the greatest sinners. From this divine Heart all the 
members of His most sacred body were inspired with mercy. For 
proof of this let us peruse the Holy Scriptures. 

Observe, O Christian soul, above all, the affectionate eyes of Jesus, 
how they express the greatest leniency towards wretched souls; ask 
Matthew, the publican: “Jesus saw a man sitting at the custom 
house, whose name was Matthew, and He said to him: Fol- 
low me, and he rose up and followed Him.” Jesus saw Zacheus 
in the fig tree, and Peter in the courtyard and both, as He gazed 
upon them could not withstand these eyes. “And the Lord turning, 
looked on Peter, and Peter went out, and wept bitterly.” (Luke 
xxii. 61.) Behold the power of the eyes of Jesus! 

And His ears, how ready and willing they always were in life to 
listen to the troubles of miserable mankind. The thief upon the 
cross had hardly uttered the words: “Lord, remember me,” when 
his petition was already granted: “To-day thou shalt be with me in 
Paradise.” Now take notice. The penitent thief had not asked 
for Paradise—in the consciousness of his crime he would never have 
ventured to ask for it; he only asked that the ears of Jesus would 
notice the voice of his supplication, and with his humble “remem- 
ber” he obtained more than he had hoped for. 

Consider the tongue and the lips of Jesus; through them only 
love and clemency were poured out for all. 

Consider His pierced hands upon the cross, how benevolent and 
generous had they been towards all, especially towards the sick and 
suffering. All they asked of our Lord was that He should lay 
His hands upon them. 

Consider the feet of Jesus, contemplate how Magdalene pros- 
trated herself humbly before them, moistened them with her tears, 
and thereupon obtained forgiveness of her sins. 

Consider finally the sacred body of Jesus of which the evangel- 
ist Luke says: “A virtue went out from him, and he healed all,” 





5 cae aaa 








PEP Ng PTD tite OS 





































DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 667 








les and this virtue flowed even from the hem of His garments and 
he immediately healed the woman who had suffered from an issue 
€s of blood for twelve years. 

Whence, O Christian soul, came this virtue and clemency which 
ae flowed from all the members of Christ’s body? Contemplate the 
cy divine Heart of Jesus; there you will find the source and origin 
ils of all His goodness and grace. 
ot As from the heart of man the other members of his body receive 
he ff life and strength, so from the Sacred Heart of Jesus flows abun- 
or dantly all grace and mercy upon the mystical members, which are 

: the faithful. “Because in him it hath well pleased that all fulness 
is, should dwell.” (Coloss. i. 19.) 
sk Who may despair therefore if the Sacred Heart of Jesus is so kind, 
m j so gracious, and so compassionate? Approach, O sinner, with per- 
oI fect confidence and contrition the throne of divine reconciliation, 
usp and you will be amazed, and your heart will expand with the im- 
edd — mensity of love. Do you doubt the sweetness and clemency of the 
2 & divine Heart of Jesus? Remember the woman of Samaria whom 
ke Jesus met at Jacob’s well in Sichar, where after the journey He sat a 
; down, fatigued and thirsty, and asked for a drink of water in these 
to ' words: “Give me to drink.” But the woman, displeased at this 
he of demand, answered haughtily: “How dost thou, being a Jew, ask 
en of me to drink, who am a Samaritan woman?” You Jews, she 
in | meant to say, do not associate with the Samaritans; why then do 
edd Ef you come to this well and ask a service at my hands? 
ve ff You see here the pride and arrogant heart of the Samaritan 
Id | woman, for she addresses Jesus with “thou,” without respect for His 
n- § dignity which showed itself in His outward appearance. How did 
the most meek Heart of Jesus behave? It had compassion upon 
ly | the woman’s weakness, and continuing the conversation, He said to 
: her with gentleness and meekness: “If thou didst know the gift of 
id God, and who it is that saith to thee: give me to drink; thou, per- 
id haps, wouldst have asked of him, and he would have given thee 
ay living water.” (John iv.) (By this living water the Lord signi- 
i fied, according to St. Cyril, the grace of the Holy Ghost that washes 
s- | | the soul from sin as if by water, and cools the heat of passion). To 
8, | this kindness of the Lord the pride and insolence of the woman 
bi gave way at once. “Sir,” she answered, “give me this water ;” and 
- | from now on she addressed Jesus always as Sir. Whence came 


such great and sudden change in this bold woman? St. Cajetan 
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says: When she heard the kind answer of Jesus, she began to 
reverence Jesus; for before she had said, thou, but now Sir, 
Contemplate here the meekness and the compassion of the Heart of 
Jesus, which, like the sun, rises upon the good and the bad, and 
despises no class of men, but invites them all to come to Him, with 
the words: “Come to me, all you that labor, and are burdened, 
and I will refresh you.” 

Sacred history tells us, that Saul collected an army to take David 
prisoner in the desert and to kill him. David hearing of this arose 
in the night and accompanied by Abisai entered secretly into Saul’s 
tent and found him sleeping, and his spear stuck in the ground at his 
head. Then Abisai said to David: “I will run him through with 
my spear even to the earth at once; and there shall be no need of 
a second time.” But David replied that on no account was Saul to 
be killed: “The Lord be merciful unto me, that I extend not my 
hand upon the Lord’s anointed! But now take the spear which 
is at his head, and the cup of water; and let us go.” (I. Kings xxvi. 
7, 11.) 

And they did so. Why did David not kill his enemy after God 
had delivered him into his hands? David is the prototype of 
Christ, who said of Himself: “Learn of me, because I am meek 
and humble of heart.” (Matt. xi. 29.) But Saul, who persecuted 
David unjustly, is the image of the sinner. Abisai signifies the di- 
vine justice which is provoked and ready to run the sinner through 
with the spear of eternal perdition, and destroy body and soul. 
But the most meek and gentle Heart of Jesus does not allow this, 
saying: “Upon no account shall the sinner die. I desire not the death 
of the sinner, for he is an anointed of the Lord,” that is to say 
redeemed with my blood, and “the Son of man came not to destroy 
souls, but to save. (Luke ix. 56). For this reason, I permitted 
my side to be opened with the spear, that he might have free access 
to my Heart. And if this my boundless love does not move him to 
return and to repent, I will oblige him to enter there, for there is 
still room in this divine Heart: I will take away his weapon and 
his cup of water, that is, the health of his body, his earthly pos- 
sessions, and the lusts of the flesh, through which he formerly per- 
secuted me like Saul, so that he may know his sins, and find grace 
and life.” “O man,” exclaims St. Bernard, “who would not love 
this Heart, which is so sorely wounded? who that is so loved, 
would not love in return?” 
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St. Mechtildis once saw a most beautiful virgin, surrounded by a 
wonderful brilliancy, step out of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
crucified ; in her right hand she held a diamond, which she frequently 
dropped into the open side of the Redeemer, and bathed it in the 
blood and water of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. St. Mechtildis was 
astonished at this sight, and when she asked the divine Saviour for 
its meaning, she heard the divine voice from heaven which said to 
her: “By this beautiful virgin is signified the love of God for man- 
kind; the diamond is the symbol of the heart of man, which, though 
hardened indeed, gains at last light, and the luster of virtue when 
bathed in the most precious blood of Jesus Christ.” 

O sinners! if until now your hearts were hard like the diamond, 
do penance, and wash your souls in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and 
in the blood of the Lamb. Come hither, all you who are troubled, 


here is rest for your souls. Amen. 


TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


“This man went down into his house justified rather than the other.”— 
Luke xviii. 14. 


SYNOPSIS.—The prayer of the Pharisee and of the Publican, why the 
one was rejected by God and not the other. The right sort of prayer. 
The humble and contrite prayer obtains forgiveness of our sins. It 
would be wrong, however, to live a life of sin, relying upon obtaining 
forgiveness by an humble prayer in the hour of death, Warnings against 
this found in the Bible. 

Of the two men who went into the Temple to pray the one con- 
sidered himself just, saying: “O God, I give thee thanks that I am 
not as the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers,” but he was 
rejected by God; the other one looked upon himself as a great sin- 
ner and a wretched man, and he found grace before God. He said 
a short prayer: “O God, be merciful to me a sinner,” and his prayer 
was granted; for “he went down into his house justified.” Let us 
ponder to-day, why the publican deserved that his prayer should be 
heard. 
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The two men who went up into the Temple to pray conducted 
themselves in different ways. The publican remained near the door 
and did not venture to enter further, because he knew, that by his 
sins he had strayed far from God and His blessings. But the Phari- 
see, the. man who considered himself just and holy, and who 
despised his fellow man, strode forward and approached the sanctu- 
ary. The Pharisee looked about boldly and proudly while the 
publican lowered his eyes with humility, not venturing to look up 
to heaven, because he had provoked and offended God. The Phari- 
see extolled his own good works, saying: “I fast twice in the week, 
I give tithes of all that I possess,” and passed sentence of condem- 
nation upon the rest of mankind by adding: “O God, I give thee 
thanks that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adul- 
terers, nor such as this publican.” The publican, however, ac- 
knowledged and confessed his guilt penitently, struck his breast 
humbly, saying, “O God, be merciful to me a sinner.” The Pharisee 
asked nothing of God, he considered himself just, so that he did 
not require any further graces; the publican, however, so penetrated 
by the consciousness of his guilt, begged and implored for nothing 
but forgiveness of his sins. In a word, the prayer of the Pharisee 
was full of pride and self-praise and for this reason it was rejected; 
the prayer of the publican was humble and proceeded from a con- 
trite and sorrowful heart, and for this reason it was pleasing to 
the Lord—and was granted, for God Himself promises: “But to 
whom shall I have respect, but to him that is poor and little, and 
of a contrite spirit. (Is. Ixvi. 2.) 

From this comparison of the prayers of the Pharisee and of 
the publican, you may understand why the Saviour says: “This 
man (the publican) went down into his house justified rather than 
the other.” All the almsgiving, all the fasting, all the good works 
of which the Pharisee boasted, did not equal the short, but humble 
and contrite prayer of the penitent publican, “O God, be merciful 
to me.” 

This sort of prayer is always powerful and procures for man a 
complete remission of sins, no matter how numerous they may be, 
if he says this prayer with the firm resolution of doing better; for 
God promised by the prophet Ezechiel: ‘“ But if the wicked do pen- 
ance for all his sins which he hath committed, and keep all my 
commandments, and do judgment and justice, living he shall live, 
and shall not die.” (Ez. xviii. 21.) This was experienced by the 
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prodigal son, who when he fell humbly at his father’s feet and said 
with contrition: “Father, I have sinned,’ was taken again into 
favor. This was David’s experience likewise: for after confessing 
and repenting of his sins at the exhortation of the prophet Nathan, 
he received the promise: “The Lord hath taken away thy sins.” 
This was experienced by the penitent thief upon the cross, who after 
a contrite confession of his sins, and an humble prayer, was prom- 
ised that on the same day he would be with the Saviour in Paradise. 
There remains therefore no doubt that an humble and contrite prayer 
is pleasing to God and obtains His forgiveness. 

Still there may be some who say: “If God is so good and merci- 
ful that I can obtain forgiveness of my sins in so easy a manner, it 
is not necessary for me to humble myself to the priest and confess 
my sins to him. I might as well enjoy the time that is mine, for 
when I am dying I shall have time enough to pray with humility 
and contrition, ‘Lord, be merciful to me a sinner,’ and then I 
shall be as sure of obtaining forgiveness as if I had passed my life 
in praying, fasting and other works of penance.” Whoever thinks 
or speaks in this way is guilty of blasphemy, and whoever would 
act so would commit a sin of presumption against God’s mercy, 
which is one of the sins against the Holy Ghost that can hardly 
be forgiven. 

There is no doubt, that a man, who has sinned much and griev- 
ously, obtains forgiveness by a perfect act of contrition, but this 
contrition must be united to a firm resolution to confess those sins 
as soon as an opportunity presents itself. But who would be so 
reckless as to rely on the chance of repentance at the hour of death? 
Who can guarantee to himself that at the hour of death he will be as 
fortunate as the penitent publican or the good thief? Daily experi- 
ence teaches us, that those who rely too much upon the mercy of 
God, and presumptuously heap sin upon sin seldom have the grace 
and the power to repent of their sins and to do penance. Therefore 
the Lord says: “Because I called, and you refused: I stretched out 
my hand; and there was none that regarded. You have despised all 
my counsel, and have neglected my reprehensions. I also will laugh 
in your destruction. . . . Then shall they call upon me, and I 
will not hear.” (Prov. i. 24—28). Let us be wise, dear Christians, 
and let us not neglect to pray frequently and especially every night, 
humbly and with contrition: “Lord, be merciful to me a sinner,” 
so that should we die at night, we might find a gracious and merci- 
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ful judge. Let us also add to this prayer the firm resolution of con- 
fessing our sins, and of doing better. If we make a habit of this, 
and strive daily to avoid sin, and to practice virtue, we may hope 
one day to enter justified into the house of eternity. Amen. 





SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


RASH JUDGMENT. 


“O God, I give thee thanks that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, nor such as this publican.”—Luke xviii. 11. 


SYNOPSIS.—Rash judgment the result of our pride, which makes us over- 
look-our own faults, and leads us to despise and judge others. Rash 
judgment is so great a sin, that Christ warns us against it expressly, in 
the parable of to-day’s gospel. Definition of rash judgment. Pride and 
envy the prime causes. Examples: Cain, Esau. One guilty of this sin 
is unhappy. Charity in judging our neighbors a great virtue. Exam- 
ple. Appearances deceitful. Those condemning others on appearances 
following the example of the judges of the chaste Susanna, and of the 
persecutors of Christ. Rash judgment sometimes of serious conse- 
quence. God Himself did not judge Adam unheard, Judith, Joseph 
and Potiphar. Our own experience tells us that many times people 
are judged wrongly on appearances. Be careful, therefore. 


These, dear brethren, are the words of the proud man who, full of 
his own importance, despises his neighbor, criticises his behavior and 
condemns his actions though they be influenced by the most inno- 
cent and purest motives. He finds no good in anything but that 
what he says or does himself. You may see him constantly watch- 
ing the words and actions of his neighbor and upon the least pre- 
text, he blames, judges and condemns without mercy or inquiry. O 
accursed sin, thou art the cause of enmities, hatred, dissensions, and 
of eternal damnation of souls! Yes, dear brethren, we see that the 
person addicted to this sin, is scandalized at everything. Our Lord 
must regard this sin as a very great one and the devastation which it 
occasions in the world must be awful, because, so as to inspire us 
with a horror of it, He has so clearly and unmistakably characterized 
it for us in the Pharisee. How stupendous and how frightful is 
the evil which this execrable sin brings in its wake! And how 
difficult it is for those addicted to it, to give it up! To induce you, 
dear brethren, never to allow this dreadful fault to dominate you, I 
will describe it to you as well as I can. 
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I say in the first place, rash judgment is a pre-judicial thought 
or word directed against our neighbor’s honor without sufficient 
cause. It can only proceed from a bad heart, filled with pride and 
envy; for a good Christian, who is penetrated with the thought of 
his own faults, does not think or judge bad of others; at least never 
without good reason, and only when he is obliged by duty to watch 
over them. We say, dear brethren, that rash judgment arises from 
a proud and envious heart, and this is easily understood. The 
proud and envious have a good opinion only of themselves and they 
attribute everything that their neighbor does to bad motives; the 
good which they perceive in their neighbor, angers and vexes them. 
Holy Scripture gives us a true example of this in Cain, who inter- 
preted all his brother’s actions as bad. When he saw that the latter 
was agreeable to God, he determined to kill him. It was the same 
with Esau who wanted to kill his brother Jacob. He spent his 
time finding out what the other did, and he was suspicious, and 
found nothing right that his brother did. His brother Jacob, who 
possessed a good, humble heart, thought no evil of his brother; he 
loved him with all his heart, always thought well of him, excused 
his actions, although they were bad, and although Esau even thought 
of taking his brother’s life. Jacob did everything in his power to 
change Esau’s mind. He prayed for him, even gave him presents, 
to prove his love for him, and to show him that he had not those 
motives which Esau ascribed to him. This sin is a worm that gnaws, 
it consumes these people by day and night: they are always gloomy 
and dejected without being willing to say what troubles them, as 
their pride would thereby be hurt. This sin kills by a slow fire. O 
what a sad life! But all the happier is the life of those who do not 
criticise their neighbors, and who take everything for the best! 
Their soul is at peace, they think badly only of themselves, and in 
consequence humble themselves before God and implore His mercy. 
Listen to a beautiful example. 

We read in history of the fathers of the desert, that a religious 
who had led a pure and chaste life, was attacked by a sickness 
which eventually caused his death. When near death, and all the 
brethren surrounding his bed, the superior begged him te tell them 
in what virtue he considered himself most agreeable to God. “My 
father,” replied the good religious, “it is difficult for me to tell you 
this, but under obedience, I will do so. Since my childhood I was 
exposed to the most terrible temptations of the devil; but the more 
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he tormented me, the more did God console me and the Blessed 
Virgin, who one day, when I was greatly tormented by a devil, ap- 
peared, and drove away the devil, and exhorted me to virtue. To 
give you, she said to me, the best means to virtue, I will reveal to 
you something from the infinite treasury of my son; I will teach you 
three things, which, if you practice them rightly, will make you agree- 
able in the eyes of God, and which will put you in condition to easily 
overcome Satan, who desires your eternal ruin. You must humble 
yourself; never seek at meals for that which tastes good to you; in 
dress observe simplicity; in all your actions never seek that which 
will exalt you in the eyes of the world, but that which would 
humble you; never judge your neighbor harshly, no matter what 
you may perceive in his actions or words, for the thoughts of the 
heart do not always agree with the outward actions. Think well of 
everybody; this is pleasing to God. With these words the Blessed 
Virgin vanished. I have faithfully followed the path pointed out to 
me and hope that it has made me deserving of heaven.” 

Thence, dear Christians, we see that only a bad heart judges its 
neighbor rashly. How often, in fact almost always, do we not have 
to repent having judged or spoken harshly of others, when in the 
course of time, and upon thorough inquiry we find that what has 
been said about our neighbor, is false. In judging rashly we act 
like the judges of the chaste Susanna, who would, upon the accusa- 
tion of the two false witnesses, not give her time to defend herself. 
Others imitate the presumption and malice of the Jews who spread 
abroad that Christ was a blasphemer, and possessed of the devil; 
others again behave like that Pharisee, who looked upon St. Mary 
Magdalen only as the notorious sinner without inquiring whether 
she had renounced her sins or not, although he saw her weep, confess 
her sins, and prostrate herself at the Saviour’s feet. 

The Pharisee in to-day’s gospel, dear brethren, whom the Saviour 
presents to us as a notorious type of all those who think and judge 
rashly of their neighbor, fell probably into three sins. By judging 
the poor publican, he thinks bad of him, judges him rashly and 
condemns him, without even knowing the disposition of his heart. 
His opinion is founded only upon conjecture. This is the first char- 
acteristic of rash judgment. He compares the publican to himself in 
consequence of his pride and his malice: this is the second charac- 
teristic. Finally he judges and condemns him, without knowing 
whether what he says of him is true or false, whilst this publican re- 
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tires into a corner of the temple, strikes his breast, and implores for- 
giveness of God. 

The reason why some people like to indulge in rash judgments is 
because they consider it a small matter, whereas it frequently be- 
comes a grievous sin, especially if the occasion is important. But 
you will say, this only takes place in my heart. It is just this which 
makes the sin so great, because our heart is created only for the love 
of God and our neighbor, and therefore this is treachery. For often 
we tell people by words that we like them and have a good opinion 
of them, whilst in reality we hate them. Still there are persons who 
believe that a thought is not a sin, if it is not expressed in words. 
Though this sin, committed only in the heart, is smaller than if re- 
vealed outwardly, it is nevertheless a great injustice. If this sin is 
so great if perpetrated only in our hearts, I will leave it to your 
consideration how great it must be in the sight of God when ex- 
pressed in words. Before speaking about anything we must in- 
vestigate the case thoroughly, before we pass sentence upon it; 
for appearances often deceive, as we know from our own experience. 
Look at a judge when sitting at court over some offender; he 
lets the witnesses come one after another, and questions them. He 
takes all possible pains to obtain a confession from the accused one. 
You know that if there is the slightest doubt, he does not pronounce 
sentence; and when he finds himself obliged to pronounce sentence, 
he does so reluctantly, for he is always in fear that he may have con- 
demned an innocent person. Ah, dear brethren, how few rash judg- 
ments would there be if such precautions were taken before we judge 
of the conduct and actions of others. There would be fewer souls 
in hell! 

God gives us in our ancestor Adam, a beautiful example of the 
way in which we should judge our neighbor. The Lord had seen 
and heard what Adam had done and said; He could have condemned 
him without further inquiry ; but no; to show us that we should not 
be hasty in condemning our neighbor’s actions, he questioned our first 
parents, one after the other, so that they themselves might acknowl- 
edge the evil that they had done. 

Whence come so many hasty judgments of our neighbor? 
From the great pride which blinds us, so that our own countless, 
and often much greater faults are overlooked by us. 

I have seen persons who pronounced an entirely false judgment; 
but although they were shown their mistake they would not desist 





Rash judg- 
ment seems 
trifling, but is 
at times of 
serious conse- 
quence. 


We can learn 
how grievous 
this sin is if we 
consider how 
sentence is 
passed upon a 
criminal. 


How to judge 
our neighbor 
God Himself 
has shown us 
through our 
first parent. 








Excuses made 
by hypocrites. 













No cause 
whatsoever 
for rash 
judgment. 


676 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


from it. Alas, poor blind souls, God awaits you, and you will be 
compelled to acknowledge that your pride caused you to think bad 
of your peighbor. Furthermore, in order to be able to judge un- 
erringly of our neighbor’s words and deeds, we should have to know 
the state ‘of his heart, and his real intentions. We do not take the 
proper precautions to investigate, dear brethren, and this is the reason 
why we make mistakes in judging our neighbor’s conduct. We act 
just like condemning a person to death upon the testimony of un- 
trustworthy persons, without giving him time to defend himself. 

But you will say, we only judge of what we see, what we hear and 
what we are witnesses of: “I saw what I am asserting; I heard with 
my own ears what he said: therefore I can not be mistaken.” Very 
well! If you are anxious to judge, begin by judging your own heart, 
scorched with pride and arrogance: you will find that you are infi- 
nitely more culpable than your neighbor whom you would judge so 
rashly. You may then find reason to fear that one day you see that 
very neighbor of yours entering heaven, while you are dragged by 
the devil away to hell. “Alas, miserable pride,’ says St. Augus- 
tine, “you dare to judge your brother on the slightest pretext, and 
you do not know whether he has not already repented of his fault, 
and belongs again to the number of God’s friends. Take care that 
he does no take your place, which you are greatly in danger of losing 
by your pride.” Yes, dear brethren, all these rash judgments and 
misrepresentations, and misconstructions, come only from those who 
have a secret pride, who do not know themselves, and who think 
they know their neighbor’s mind, which is known to God alone. If 
we could only succeed in eradicating this greatest of the capital sins 
from our hearts, then we would never suppose that any of our fellow 
men were doing wrong; we should never take pleasure in watching 
their conduct; we should be satisfied to lament our own sins and 
strive as much as possible to improve ourselves. Nothing else would 
trouble us. No, dear brethren, I do not believe that there is an- 
other sin more to be feared and more difficult to renounce than the 
sin of rash judgment, even by some persons who appear to perform 
their religious duties faithfully. 

Now tell me, dear brethren, what foundation have we for all this 
judging and criticising? Only appearances, and more often than 
not, just a “They say.” Or perhaps you saw and heard it yourself? 
Still you can be mistaken even in seeing and hearing. For we do 
not know the interior state of a person and the motive for his ac- 
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tions. If you had seen how the beautiful Judith took off her mourn- 
ing garments, and surrounded herself with everything that nature 
and art offered to increase her extraordinary beauty, you would have 
exclaimed on seeing her enter the apartment of the enemy and to all 
appearances endeavored to find favor in his eyes, “What a bad 
woman!” Instead of which she was a pious widow; chaste and 
pleasing to God, who thus imperilled her life to save her people. 
Tell me, dear brethren, what would have become of your rash judg- 
ments, and your habit of thinking evil of your neighbor, if you had 
seen the chaste Joseph leaving the room of Potiphar’s wife, and if 
you had heard that woman screaming, and seen her holding in her 
hands a piece of Joseph’s mantle, and pursuing him as one who 
wanted to dishonor her? At once, without further inquiry, you 
would have thought and said that this young man was bad and de- 
praved, that he had even laid a snare for the wife of his master, 
from whom he had received many kindnesses. And he was really 
condemned by his master Potiphar, and every one looked upon him 
as guilty, and despised him; but God, who knew the heart and in- 
nocence of Joseph, rejoiced at his action, becausé Joseph feared the 
loss of his good name and his life less, than the loss of his inno- 
cence and the perpetration of a grievous sin. 

Do you understand now, dear brethren, in what danger we are 
of judging our neighbor’s actions wrongly, in spite of all that we 
may see and hear? This should warn us not to judge the actions of 
others and if obliged, as parents or teachers, to watch their conduct, 
cnly upon careful observation and investigation. In regard to our 
neighbors uncalled for judgment is nearly always wrong. Yes, 
dear brethren, I have known persons who judged harshly of their 
fellow men’s intentions, when I knew positively that they were good. 
I tried to teach them differently, but without avail. 

Tell me, dear brethren, have we any better foundation for judging 
our neighbor’s actions than those persons had who saw the beauti- 
ful Judith adorn herself magnificently and visit Holofernes? No, 
dear brethren, we are no surer of what we see and hear, than were 
those who saw Potiphar’s wife with a piece of Joseph’s mantle in 
her hands, and heard her claim that he had attempted to assault 
her. Here you have two examples which the Holy Ghost gives us, 
to show us how deceitful appearances are, and how greatly we sin 
by forming rash judgments. Happy, therefore, are they, who do 
not concern themselves about their neighbor’s conduct, for which they 
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are not answerable, who think only of themselves, who acknowledge 
their own faults, and try and amend them with all their strength| 
Happy are they, whose hearts and minds are occupied solely with the 
fear of God, and use their tongues only to beseech pardon of God, 
and their eyes to weep over their own sins. Amen. 





ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“And they bring to him one deaf and dumb.”—Mark vii. 32. 


SYNOPSIS.—The deaf and dumb man the picture of the hardened sinner, 
and the extraordinary efforts of Our Lord in curing him, were calcu- 
lated to demonstrate the difficulty of converting the habitual sinner. St, 
Augustine. The Israelites. The sinner, however, need not despair, 
because what is impossible to man, is possible to God. St. Bernard. 

It is remarkable that Christ should have taken so much apparent 
effort in the healing of the deaf and dumb man; He took him aside, 
and away from the people, then laid His fingers in his ears, and 
touched his tongue with spittle, and looking up to heaven, sighed, 

‘and said: Ephpheta, that is, Be opened, and immediately his ears 

were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed. Why did 
this healing require so much exertion? Could Christ not have cured 
the sufferer with one word, as He had so often done before? With- 
out doubt He could have done so, but He wished to demonstrate 
thereby, as the interpreters of Holy Writ say, how difficult it is to 
convert a sinner who has for years been a slave to sin, and to whom 
sin has become a habit. Such a sinner resembles this deaf and dumb 
man; for he hears not the voice of God that calls him to repentance, 
and he cannot bring himself to making a humble confession of his 
sins. 

Let us to-day treat of this habit of sin, and learn to know what 
we ought to do to get rid of the same. How great a power the habits 
of sin exercise over men we may learn from St. Augustine, who, 
as he relates of himself, was before his conversion so given up to 
evil passions, that the sin of impurity seemed to have become a 
necessity to him, and that he believed it was impossible for him to 
resist his sinful desires, and to lead a chaste life. “I was not 
tempted,” he says, “so much by outward influences, as by my own 

will: the evil spirit held my will fettered and enchained.” Augus- 
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tine was ashamed of that ignominious slavery, with which the bad 
habits held him fettered, and he said to himself with sighs: How long 
will this scandalous and ungodly state last? Will the lust of the 
flesh remain forever insatiable? A voice within him answered: To- 
morrow! to-morrow there is yet plenty of time to be converted. At 
last he aroused himself, however, and said resolutely: Why not to- 
day? Why not at this hour? And he was converted. - He threw 
off the debasing fetters of bad habits, and afterward became a Saint. 
Therefore see, what power evil habits exercise over mankind, and 
how difficult it is to avoid a sin, which by frequent repetition has be- 
come a habit and therefore almost a necessity. Yes, the force of 
habit is so unconquerable, that man will often suffer the greatest in- 
convenience if he can only satisfy his habit. The Israelites for in- 
stance wanted for nothing in the desert, and yet they yearned to be 
back again in Egypt, that they might be able to eat the food to which 
they had been accustomed. They did not take into consideration the 
hard labor which they had been forced to do, or the heavy blows 
with which they had been driven to their work, like beasts of bur- 
den. Ask a drunkard why he runs the risk of poverty and want, 
and loss of health, by always returning to the glass as often as he 
has the opportunity? Ask the sensualist why, after having promised 
improvement, he again commits the old sins, in spite of the fact that 
he ruins his health, and shortens his life? St. Chrysostom replies 
to this question : “Habit has such power, that it holds its slaves fast, 
no matter how great the injury may be that arises therefrom.” 
Hence it is clear that it is extremely difficult for an habitual sin- 
ner to be converted and to do better. If a sick man asks the doc- 
tor’s advice at the beginning of the illness, and uses remedies, it 
may be easy to help him; but when the malady has gained the upper 
hand, medical aid is often in vain! It is a similar case with sin. 
If one has committed a certain sin, once, twice, three times, and 
then has immediately returned to God by penance, sin is easily con- 
quered, whereas if one commits the sin frequently, it takes deep root, 
and afterwards it is almost impossible to part with it. Therefore 
the Holy Scriptures tell us: “If the Ethiopian can change his skin, 
or the leopard his spots; you also may do well, when you have 
learned evil.” (Jerem. xiii. 23.) How true this is, you, to whom 
cursing, or lying, or drinking, or impurity, or any other sin has 
become a habit, will readily admit. How often have you not re- 
pented of a sin, and how earnestly have you not determined to im- 
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prove: but up to the present you have not yet succeeded; the good 
resolutions which you made yesterday, have been broken again to- 
day. 

Now what ought you to do? Ought you to despair of doing 
better? “No,” replies St. Jerome, “what is impossible to man, is 
possible to God. With the help of His grace, which He refuses to 
no one, the most hardened of habitual sinners can be converted and 
can be led to do better, if he only has the good will. We see this 
in St. Augustine. He had amongst other things made a habit of 
swearing and he frequently sinned in this way. He overcame this 
deep rooted vice perfectly after his conversion. He said of him- 
self: “Who amongst you have ever heard me swear now? and yet 
this sin had become a habit with me. But from the hour of my 
conversion I fought against it and in the combat I implored the 
Lord’s assistance. And the Lord granted me aid and fortified me 
so that now there is no inclination in me to swear. For this reason 
I exhort you, my beloved, never to say: Who could forbear to do 
this?” 

No, let us not say this any more, dear Christians! We can with 
the grace of God cease to sin if we only have the good will, and com- 
bat sin courageously. To attain this let us obey the precept which 
St. Bernard gave a sinner, who had formed the habit of cursing. 
He obtained a promise from him that he would refrain from cursing 
for three days, in honor of the Holy Trinity. After the sinner had 
succeeded in doing this, he extracted from him a promise not to curse 
for three days in honor of the Mother of God, and then a promise 
not to curse for three days in honor of his guardian angel. At 
the expiration of this the sinner said joyfully: “I succeeded in this 
too, now I will no longer make a truce with God for a few days, 
but an eternal truce.” And he did so. Go and do likewise, dear 
Christian. Begin, after your next confession, to do what St. Ber- 
nard recommended to this sinner, and you too will successfully 
leave off your sinful habits and obtain the freedom of the children 
of God. Amen. 
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SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
DETRACTION. 


“And the string of his tongue was loosed; and he spoke right.”—Mark 
vii. 35- 

SYNOPSIS.—Detraction a very common sin, although one of the most 
vicious and one of the most harmful. It brings the saddest consequences 
in its train. The different ways in which we may become guilty of de- 
traction, and other sins often caused by it. Definition of detraction. 
Calumny. Exaggeration of faults. Making known the faults of others 
without good reason. Disparaging the good actions of others. Detrac- 
tion by significant silence. Pretended pity. Tale bearing. How we 
should act when slandered or calumniated. How slanderers must ac- 
cuse themselves in confession. 

It is greatly to be desired that it might be said of each one of us 
what the Gospel says of this deaf mute, whom Christ healed, “He 
spoke right.” Alas, on the contrary, can we not be reproached for 
very frequently speaking wrong, when we speak of our neighbor? 
In fact, what is in that respect the behavior of the greater part of 
the Christians of to-day? They criticise, censure and generally 
denounce the actions of their neighbor: this is of all evil habits the 
most common, the most widespread, and perhaps the most vicious 
and the most harmful. It is a vice which we can never sufficiently 
detest; a vice, which brings in its train the saddest consequences, 
and spreads harm, and affliction everywhere. Ah, that God would 
give me the coal with which the angel cleansed the lips of the 
prophet Isaias, so that I might purify the tongues of all men. How 
much misery would be banished from the face of the earth, if we 
could exterminate backbiting, slander, defamation of character! 
If, my dear brethren, I could inspire you with great horror of 
these great wrongs, you might be delivered from them forever- 
more, and I will therefore attempt to show you: 

What detraction is; in what different ways we may become guilty 
of it, and what other sins are very often caused by it. 

I will not attempt to show you the enormity and heinousness 
of this vice of detraction, which causes so much misery, and which is 
the origin of so many other sins, of so much hatred, even of mur- 
ders, and lifelong enmities. This vice spares neither good nor 
bad; it is enough for me to tell you, that this vice is one of those that 
are responsible for most of the souls that go to hell. It is necessary 
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to know the many various ways in which we may become guilty of 
this sin, so that knowing this evil, we may the more easily avoid it, 
and avoid the harm which it causes in the lives of others. If you 
ask: What is detraction, I have to answer: It consists of making 
known a defect or fault of our neighbor unnecessarily, and in such 
way as to cause him injury, to his good name or otherwise. This 
may happen in various ways. 

When we impute something bad to our neighbor which he has not 
committed, a defect which he does not possess, we commit calumny; 
a most detestable act, which unfortunately, and in spite of its great 
wrong, is very common. This is not detraction, it is more sinful, 
but from detraction to calumny is only a small step. If we are 
honest, we must admit that we invariably add something to, or mag- 
nify the bad which we know of our neighbor. A slanderous story 
that has passed from tongue to tongue, no longer resembles that 
which was said at first, it has been so much engrossed and aggra- 
vated; from which fact we must conclude that a detractor is almost 
invariably also a calumniator, and a calumniator is a very wicked 
person. 

We exaggerate as a rule the bad that our neighbor does. When 
you notice anyone commit a fault what do you do? Instead of 
covering it with the mantle of charity, or at least trying to excuse it, 
you like to exaggerate it. 

St. Francis of Sales says: “Do not say this or that one is a drunk- 
ard, and a thief, because he once stole or was intoxicated ; Noah and 
Loth were intoxicated once, and yet neither the one nor the other 
were drunkards.” St. Peter was not a blasphemer because he 
blasphemed once. A person is not vicious, because he once fell into 
sin, even not if this happened several times ; therefore, we run danger 
of being guilty of detraction if we accuse them. When Simon saw 
Magdalen weeping at our Saviour’s feet, he said: “This man, if 
he were a prophet, would know surely that this woman at 
his feet is a sinner.” He was greatly mistaken: Magdalen was no 
longer a sinner, but a holy penitent, because all her sins had been 
forgiven her. Consider the proud Pharisee, who in the Temple 
praised his own good works, and thanked God that he was not like 
others, adulterers, extortioners, and thieves, or like the publican. 
He denounced the publican as a sinner, when at that very moment 
this publican was justified. “My dear children,” exclaimed St. 
Francis de Sales, “since God’s mercy is so great that one moment 
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suffices for Him to pardon the greatest crimes, how dare we say, 
that a man who yesterday was a great sinner, is the same to-day!” 
We invariably deceive ourselves if we think bad of our neighbor, 
no matter what reasons we have for our opinion. We are also 
guilty of detraction when without sufficient reason we disclose secret 
faults or bad actions of our neighbor. There are persons who think 
that if they know anything bad about their neighbor, they may tell 
it to others, and make it a subject of conversation. This is a grave 
error. Our faith enjoins upon us nothing so much as love of our 
neighbor. Reason itself tells us that we should not do to others, 
what we do not wish done to ourselves. Let us look at this subject 
more closely: Would we like it if someone saw us commit a fault, 
and then went and made it known to everybody? Certainly not; 
on the contrary, were he charitable enough to hide it, we should feel 
very grateful to him. Consider how annoyed you feel when anyoné 
says anything derogatory of you or your family. Justice and charity 
are opposed to this carrying of tales. As long as our neighbor’s 
faults are concealed he preserves his good name; but as soon as you 
make them known his reputation is injured and you thereby cause 
him a greater injustice than if you robbed him of his belongings, for, 
the Holy Ghost tells us that a good name is above riches. 

We commit the sin of detraction when we put a disparaging 
interpretation on our neighbor’s good actions. Such persons impute 
motives to you, which you never had; they slight all your doings 
and sayings: If you are pious and perform your religious duties 
faithfully, you are in their eyes, a hypocrite. They say sneeringly, 
that you are a saint in church, but a devil at home. If you do good 
works, they claim that you do them from pride, to show yourself. 
If you avoid association with evil doers, they call you an idiot. If 
you look carefully after your affairs they say you are miserly. 
Yes, dear brethren, we may say with truth, that the tongue of the de- 
tractor is like a worm which gnaws all good fruits: thatis to say, the 
best actions of man, and seeks to make them look bad. 

We may commit the sin of detraction even by significant silence ; 
when some one is praised in your presence, you remain silent; but 
the expression of your face, your scornful, significant smile causes 
suspicions of the one who is being praised. Others clothe their 
evil work in the dress of pretended pity. You know so and so, they 
will say: “Have you heard what happened to him? Ah, it is too 
bad that he was so careless! You would hardly have believed that 
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he would do such things!” St. Francis says that such detraction is 
like a poisoned arrow that is dipped into oil, so that it may pene- 
trate deeper. But the most atrocious detraction and the most la- 
mentable in its consequences is that, when we carry back to others 
what has been said of them. Such informants produce the most 
frightful evils, arouse hatred, even bloodshed. 

To understand how culpable such persons are, the Holy Ghost 
says: “God hates six things; but the seventh he abhors, and that 
is ‘tale-bearing.’ ” . 

Here we have briefly the various ways in which we can commit 
the sin of detraction. Examine your heart and see whether you 
have not been guilty in one of these ways. 

We must not be anxious to believe all the bad that we hear about 
others; even if appearances are against the accused, we should not 
readily believe. Remember that St. Francis de Sales was one ac- 
cused of having killed a man, so that he might live with his wife. 
The Saint left it all in God’s hands, and had no fear for his good 
name. To those who advised him to defend himself he made an- 
swer, that he would leave the task of making reparation to the care 
of the one of whose permission his good name had been smirched. 
That calumny is one of the greatest afflictions for man is proved by 
the fact that God permitted the Saints, to whom He sent the great- 
est trials, to be calumniated. If detraction or calumny is our share, 
the best thing that we can do, is to keep silent, beseech God that we 
may bear it for love of Him, and pray for our calumniators. Con- 
sole yourselves with the thought that God permits it to befall those 
whom He regards with a merciful eye. When anyone is calumni- 
ated God has decided to lead that one to a high state of perfection. 
We ought to commiserate those who slander us; but for ourselves 
personally we should rejoice; for these are trials which will count 
for us in heaven. 

Let us return to our subject, because our chief object is to learn 
how the detractor injures himself. Detraction may easily become 
a mortal sin, and certainly is a mortal sin in important matters, 
where grave results are the consequence. St. Paul numbers it 
amongst those sins which close heaven against us. The Holy. 
Ghost says that the detractor is cursed by God, that he is an 
abomination before God and men. Detraction is great or small ac- 
cording to circumstances, or to the dignity of the person spoken of. 
It is a greater sin to make known the defects and faults of our su- 
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periors, our parents, of husband or wife, brothers, sisters, or rela- 
tions, than those of strangers, because we should have more char- 
ity for our friends than for others. To speak badly of persons con- 
secrated to God, of the servants of the church, is a much greater sin 
on account of the lamentable results to religion and of the detri- 
ment to their position. The Holy Ghost speaking by the mouth of 
the prophet says: “To abuse and revile His (the Holy Ghost’s) 
servants is to touch the apple of His eye;” that means, nothing can 
offend Him more. This sin consequently is a crime, the enormity 
of which surpasses all comprehension. Christ also said: ‘‘Whoso- 
ever despises you, despises me.” 

After all this, dear brethren, you will readily admit, that for a 
good confession it is not sufficient to say that you have slandered 
your neighbor; you must also say whether it happened from levity, 
hatred or revenge, or whether we sought to injure our neighbor’s 
reputation. We must mention of what persons we spoke; whether 
it was about superiors, parents, or persons consecrated to God, and 
whether we spoke this to one or many persons: all this is required 
for a good confession. 

Some people when asked whether their detraction injured their 
neighbor, answer no. You are in error, my friends! Every time 
that you reveal an unknown fault of your neighbor’s, you injure 
him; for in every case you lessen the respect which those who are 
listening to you, had for him. Hence we may conclude that we 
can hardly ever say anything bad of our neighbor without in one 
way or another injuring his good name. But you will say, when it 
is already known, then there is no more harm. My friends, if the 
whole body of some unfortunate person was covered with leprosy, 
except a small part, and if you said: Because nearly the whole body 
is covered with leprosy this place ought to be covered too, would 
this be charitable and just? You must, on the contrary, have com- 
passion upon the unfortunate person, conceal and excuse his faults 
as much as possible. Consider, whether it would be right, if, seeing 
a sick man on the brink of an abyss, we would take advantage of 
his feebleness and of his perilous position to push him down? Now 
we do the same thing when we dwell upon the known defects of 
others. But you will say, may we not tell them to a friend under the 
seal of secrecy? There again you are in error, for why should you 
expect others to keep a secret when you cannot yourself do so? It 
is like saying to a person: “My friend, I want to tell you some- 
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thing, but be wiser and more reliable than I; do not break the secret 
which I am about to break.” The best thing is to be silent in matters 
that do not conern us, no matter what is said or done; do not meddle 
with anything, except to work for your own salvation. The Holy 
Ghost says: “Those who speak too much, do not always speak 
well.” 

1 I hope to God, that my words have made a lasting impression 
' upon your minds and hearts, and that you have realized the great 
wrong of evil speaking. I may safely say that a majority of us 
have suffered one way or the other by detraction, slander or calumny, 
and the bitter woe and heartache caused by these sins are perhaps 
not unknown to you. Be careful then, not to do to others that which 
you do not wish done to you. Sometimes, when desiring to pay a 
high tribute to the good qualities of a friend, we say: He never 
speaks ill of others. This proves that we are conscious of the 
wickedness of evil speaking. Let us then try and earn this high 
tribute for ourselves, and let us show to our neighbor the mercy 
which on our last day we shall expect of God. Amen. 


ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 
THE GLORIES OF MARY. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


“Because He hath regarded the humility of His handmaid.”—Luke i. 48. 














SYNOPSIS.—The glories of Mary. Her humility the cause of her exalta- 
tion. Mary raised to such a degree of glory, of power, and of honor 
that not even the angels can realize it, only known to God. Our rea- 
son, therefore, insuficient to comprehend her exaltation. She is the 
Daughter of the Father, Mother of the Son, and Spouse of the Holy 

Ghost. Her presence on earth, after the death of her divine Son, needed, 

to encourage and to guide the Apostles. The last moments of her 

earthly life. Her death caused by her great love and desire for her 
divine Son. How we should imitate her in life and death. 





When we behold, dear brethren, how the Blessed Virgin in her 
humility lowered herself beneath all creatures, we behold at the same 
time that her humility exalted her above everything but God. Not 
the powers or princes of this earth have raised her to this highest 
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degree of dignity, in which it is our happiness to contemplate her to- 
day, no, the three Persons of the Most Holy Trinity have placed her 
upon this throne of glory. They have proclaimed her the Queen of 

heaven and earth, and made her the keeper and dispenser of the 

heavenly treasures. It is safe to say, dear brethren, that we shall 

never comprehend sufficiently the glories of Mary and the power 

which Jesus Christ, her divine Son, has given to her; that we shall 

never fully appreciate the ardent desire she has to make us happy. 

She sees in us her own children; she rejoices in the power to help 

us, which God has given her. Yes, Mary is our great helper; she 

it is, who presents to her divine Son, all our prayers, our tears, and 

our sighs; she it is, who obtains the graces for us which we need 

for our sanctification. The Holy Ghost tells us that amongst all 

creatures Mary is a miracle of might, a miracle of sanctity, and a 

miracle of love. What a happiness for us, dear brethren, what hope 

4 for our salvation! Let us strengthen our confidence in this good 

c and tender Mother by contemplating the glories of Mary. 

, To attempt to speak of the glories of Mary, means, my dear Her glory is 
. brethren, to lessen the exalted idea which you should have formed conception. 
thereof; for St. Ambrose tells us, that Mary is raised to such a 

high degree of glory, of honor, and of power, that not even the 

l angels can realize it: it is known to God alone. We may therefore 

conclude, that all that which human creatures might be able to say 

and to appreciate, would be nothing, or nearly nothing, to that which 

she really is in the sight of God. The highest praise which the 

Church gives her, is in the words: Mary is the daughter of the 

eternal Father, the Mother of the redeeming Son of God, and the 

Spouse of the Holy Ghost. When the eternal Father chose Mary 

to be His daughter, what flow of graces must He not have poured 

into her soul? She received for herself alone more graces than 

all the angels and saints together. He began by preserving her from 

original sin, a grace which was granted to her alone. He fortified $h¢ isthe |. 


her in grace with a perfect security, so that she never lost it. Yes, ono Fine 


my dear friends, the heavenly Father enriched her with heavenly } ont 
gifts in just proportion to the great dignity to which she was to be B°!¥ Ghost: 
exalted. He erected in her a living temple of the three Persons of 
the Most Blessed Trinity. Let us say briefly: He did for her 
everything which it was possible to do for a creature. While the 
eternal Father took such care of Mary, we see that the Holy Ghost 


adorned her soul in such a high degree, that already at the moment 
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of her conception she was an object of delight to the three divine 
Persons. Mary had not only the happiness of being the daughter of 
the eternal Father; but also that of being the Mother of the Son, 
and the Spouse of the Holy Ghost. Through this incomparable dig- 
nity she now beholds herself made, to form the most adorable body of 
Jesus Christ. God made use of her to overthrow the dominion of 
the evil spirit and to annihilate it. She was allied to the three divine 
Persons therefore to redeem the World, by giving it a Saviour, 
Can we ever sufficiently comprehend an abyss of such greatness, 
power and love? Next to the adorable body of Jesus Christ, she 
is the most beautiful ornament of the heavenly court. 

We may say that the triumph of the Blessed Virgin in heaven is 
the culmination of the graces of the sublime Queen of heaven and 
earth. Then she obtained the last jewel of her incomparable dig- 
nity as Mother of God. After having been subjected for a time 
to the miseries of this life and the humiliation of death, she en- 
joys the most glorious, and most honorable existence which a 
creature could ever enjoy. We wonder sometimes, that Jesus, who 
loved His-Mother so dearly, could have left her so long upon earth 
after His resurrection. The reason is this: He wished in this 
manner to still increase her glory, and wanted her also to aid the 
Apostles, who had need of her presence to encourage and guide 
them. Mary revealed to the Apostles the greatest mysteries of the 
hidden life of Jesus Christ. Mary also elevated the standard of 
virginity, which made thus known its lustre and its beauty, and 
showed us the magnificent reward reserved for this holy state. 
Let us, however, dear brethren, follow Mary up to the moment that 
she left this world. Jesus Christ desired that before she should be 
taken up to heaven, she should receive once more all the Apostles. 
They were all, with the exception of St. Thomas, brought to her side 
in the most miraculous manner. With the extraordinary humility 
which she had always practised in such high degree, she kissed their 
feet and asked for their blessing. Thus she still increased her vir- 
tue, her merits and her reward. Then Mary gave also to the Apos- 
tles her blessing. It would be impossible for me to describe to you 
the sorrow of the Apostles at the loss which they were about to un- 
dergo. Was not the Blessed Virgin, after the Redeemer, their 
entire happiness, their whole consolation? To alleviate their sor- 
row Mary promised them that she would never forget them before 
her divine Son. It is thought that the same angel who announced 
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to her the mystery of the Incarnation told her also the hour of her 
death. The Blessed Virgin is said to have answered to the angel: 
“Q what bliss, and how ardently I desire after this moment!” 
After these glad tidings she desired to make her last will, which was 
soon done. She had two robes, which she left to the two maidens 
who had been in her service for a long while. Then, when the 
hour arrived, she felt herself burning with so great a love that 
her soul could no longer remain in her body. O blessed moment! 
Can we, dear brethren, contemplate this death, without feeling an 
ardent desire to live a good life and to die such a holy death? We 
can certainly not expect to die of love; but we may hope at least 
to die in the love of God. Mary had no fear of death, for death was 
to place her in possession of eternal bliss; she knew that heaven was 
waiting for her, and that she was to be one of its choicest ornaments. 
Her Son and the whole celestial court were advancing to meet her, 
the Saints of heaven were waiting to conduct her in triumph into 
their kingdom. Everything in heaven was ready to receive her; 
she was to enjoy honors which are above everything which we can 
possibly imagine to ourselves. Before leaving this world, Mary 
was not subject to any sickness, for she was free from sin. In 
spite of her advanced age, her body was never emaciated, as is the 
case with other human beings; it seemed, on the contrary, as the end 
approached, to be rejuvenated. St. John Damascene tells us that 
Jesus Christ Himself came to call His Mother. This beautiful star 
which had illumined the world for seventy-two years was about to 
disappear. Yes, dear brethren, she beheld her Son again, but in an 
entirely different form than when she saw Him all covered with 
blood, nailed upon the cross. O divine love! This is the greatest 
of thy victories, and of thy mercies! Thou couldst do no more, 
neither couldst Thou do less. O blessed death! O death to be de- 
sired! O how greatly is she now compensated for all the humilia- 
tions and suffering to which her holy soul was subjected in this 
mortal life! Yes, she beholds her Son again, but quite different 
from that day when in His bitter passion she saw Him in the hands 
of His executioners, carrying His cross, crowned with thorns, with- 
out her being able to offer Him the least help. O no, she beholds 
Him no longer in His great sufferings; she beholds Him resplendent 
with glory, arrayed in the magnificence which composes the joy 
and bliss of heaven: she beholds the angels and the Saints who sur- 
round Him, who praise Him, glorify and adore Him from the bottom 
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of their hearts. Yes, she beholds again this tender Jesus, free from 
everything which could cause Him any suffering. O, should we 
not do everything we possibly can, so as to be able to join the Mother 
and the Son in this place of eternal happiness? A few moments of 
struggling and suffering, and such glorious reward. What a 
blessed death, my friends! Mary had nothing to fear, because she 
had always loved her God; she had nothing to mourn, because she 
had never possessed anything but her God. 

Do we, too, wish to die without fear? Let us then live like Mary, 
in innocence; let us avoid sin, which causes our unhappiness in 
time and eternity. And should we have been so unfortunate as to 
commit sin, let us, like St. Peter, lament it until our death, and let 
our remorse end only with our life. Let us descend into the grave 
weeping, like the holy King David; let us wash our souls in the bit- 
terness of our tears. 

Do we wish, like Mary, to die without trouble? Let us then live 
like her, without attachment to created things; let us do as she did, 
let us love God alone, let us desire alone Him, let us seek to please 
Him only in everything that we do. Happy is that Christian who 
leaves nothing, to gain everything! 

Thus let Mary, our beautiful mother, be our guiding star in life 
and in death. Let us imitate her virtues, her humility, her piety, 
her charity, so that after the few years in this life we may expect to 
imitate her also in a happy death, to partake of the glory of her divine 
Son for all eternity. Amen. 


TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“And going up to him, bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine.”— 
Luke x. 34. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Samaritan the type of God, who in His infinite mercy 
takes pity on the wretched sinner. The Samaritan’s wine represents the 
tribulations which God sends us to awaken our conscience, and by the 
soothing oil is understood God’s grace and forgiveness. Man forgets 
God in times of prosperity, but adversity brings us back to God. And 








TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 691 


He in great compassion takes mercy on us and heals the wounds with 
which sin and vice have affitcted our soul. Do not complain, therefore, 
if troubles beset you, for they are proof that God reclaims you and will 
save you. 


The Gospel of to-day is rich in salutary teaching. We should 
learn from the questioner in the gospel to seek with care the salva- 
tion of our soul and to ask frequently: “What must I do to possess 
eternal life?” The man who fell among robbers and was so badly 
treated gives us a picture of the indescribable misery into which 
sin plunges us, and the Samaritan teaches us to be merciful, and to 
assist the poor and the needy to the best of our ability. We will, 
however, to-day only question what we are to understand by the 
oil and wine, poured by the Samaritan into the wounds of the in- 
jured man. 

A learned theologian says that by the charitable Samaritan is un- 
derstood the infinitely merciful God, who pours acrid wine and 
soothing oil into the wounds of sinful souls, to heal them. If He 
sends sickness, calamity, and misery to the hardened sinner, He 
sends them as an acrid and bitter, yet wholesome, medicament ; if the 
conscience of the sinner thereby is awakened and if he does penance, 
the Lord heals the wounds of his soul by the soothing oil of His 
mercy. The parable in to-day’s Gospel demonstrates to us in a dis- 
tinct manner the divine goodness and mercy, and of this we will 
speak to-day. 

The wayfarer who on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho fell 
among robbers, certainly deserved the sympathy which the good 
Samaritan extended to him; for the robbers had stripped him of his 
clothes, injured him, and then went: away leaving him half dead. 
However, the sinner is far more miserable and more pitiable; for 
the devil, that arch fiend, has robbed him of all his possessions, for 
instance sanctifying grace, the gifts of the Holy Ghost, his virtues, 
his interior peace and his expectations of the kingdom of heaven, 
and inflicted many deep and painful wounds upon his soul. And 
while the robbers had gone away leaving the man lying there half 
dead, the devil does worse, because he holds the sinner in fetters, 
and does not give him up until One stronger than he overcomes 
him, and takes away his prey. O, how miserable, how lamentable 
is thy condition, O sinner! The hellish fiends have stripped you 
of everyt ing, and wounded you, they hold you fast with the chains 
of hell, aud you will die the eternal death, unless a good Samaritan 
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takes pity upon you and pours oil and wine into the wounds of your 
soul. Behold then, God is this compassionate Samaritan; He wills 
not the death of the sinner, but rather that he should be converted 
and live. For this reason He pours first of all bitter wine into the 
wounds of thy soul, that is, He sends sufferings and tribulations to 
invite thee thereby to reflect upon the miserable condition of thy 
soul, and to urge thee to do penance and to be converted. 

In times of happiness and prosperity man seldom thinks of God; 
in times of affliction, however, he turns to Him and finds grace and 
mercy. King David experienced this: “In the day of my trouble 
I sought God, with my hands lifted up to him in the night: 
and I was not deceived.” (Ps. Ixxvi. 3.) Probably many in this 
congregation have had a similar experience. Acknowledge, dear 
Christian, when did you think more of God and pray more frevently 
to Him, in time of happiness or misfortune, in days of health or sick- 
ness? If you confess the truth you will acknowledge that you never 
sought God with greater zeal, never prayed more devoutly, never 
made better resolutions than in crosses and suffering, in trouble and 
want. On the other hand daily experience teaches us, that most 
people who live in luxury and have everything that their hearts de- 
sire, think seldom of God, of death, of judgment, hell and heaven, 
and seldom or never look after the salvation of their soul, then oc- 
curs that which was written of the people of Israel: “The people 
sat down to eat, and drink, and they rose up to play.” (Exod. xxxii. 
6.) Therefore the Spirit of the Lord says by the prophet Ezechiel 
(xvi. 49, 50.) of the unhappy Sodom: “Behold this was the iniquity 
of Sodom thy sister, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance, and the 
idleness of her, and of her daughters: and they did not put forth 
their hands to the needy, and to the poor, and they were lifted up, 
and committed abominations before me: and I took them away as 
thou hast seen.” “QO, how great,” exclaims a saintly writer in con- 
templation of this, “how great is man’s forgetfulness of God! As 
long as everything is according to their wishes, so long as they are 
in good health, rich, and highly esteemed, their whole thought and 
action, striving and struggling is directed towards the obtaining of 
greater and more numerous pleasures; but they do not think of 
God, they take no care of their soul’s salvation, and their end is— 
perdition.” 

Here you see how good and compassionate God is towards us, 
when He, seeing us half dead from the wounds of our soul, like 
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the good Samaritan pours the bitter wine of tribulation into the 
wounds of our soul, and after that, if we ask forgiveness with re- 
pentance and contrition adds thereto the soothing oil of mercy. 
“As silver is tried by fire,” says King Solomon,” and gold in the fur- 
nace, so the Lord trieth the hearts, in the fire of tribulation.” (Prov. 
xvii. 3.) The fsraelites would not have besought the Lord so fer- 
vently for help and deliverance, if they had not been so severely 
and persistently tormented by Pharaoh. The impious king 
Manasses would never have thought of the Lord God, had he not 
been thrown into a dark dungeon. So many drunkards, so many 
adulterers, so many thieves, so many calumniators, would not have 
returned to God and become reconciled to Him by sincere repen- 
tance, if God had not visited them with loss of fortune or health, 
with crosses and misery, and thereby driven them to seek Him 
and to care for the salvation of their soul. - “Their infirmities were 
multiplied,” says King David, “afterwards they made haste.” (Ps. 
xv. 4.) They did penance, and found mercy. 

Be not therefore anxious and discouraged, do not murmur and 
complain, when the Lord visits you with affliction, but return thanks 
to God that He takes you to Himself and by such means heals and 
cleanses your poor, sinful soul. If trouble comes to you, dear 
Christian, remember that you are the man who on the road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho fell among robbers, wounded and left lying 
there half dead, but who was healed by the good Samaritan; think, 
that your soul has received a great many wounds by sin and vice, 
and the good God wishes to heal them by the bitter wine of tribu- 
lation, and the soothing oil of His mercy, and submit in humility 
and patience to this cure, so that your immortal soul may be pre- 
served from everlasting death. If the Lord sends you afflictions, 
it is proof that He loves you and desires to save your soul. Let 
us then in the future kiss the hand that chastises us, and thank 
God, that He smites us here, to spare us in eternity. But we will 
also, when we feel the stroke of the Lord’s chastising hand, for- 
sake sin at once, and by a sincere repentance return to Him, that 
the words of the prophet may not be applied to us: “O Lord, thou 
hast struck them and they have not grieved: thou hast bruised them 
and they have refused to receive correction: they have made their 
faces harder than the rock, and they have refused to return!” 


(Jerem. v. 3.) 
Remember that, as we implore God for grace and mercy, with 
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repentant and contrite hearts, our souls will be healed by the 
soothing oil of His mercy, of which He desires us all to partake. 
Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy 
whole soul, and with thy whole strength.”—Deut. vi. 5. 


SYNOPSIS.—Our eternal salvation depends upon our observance of God’s 
commandments. God rewards already in this life those who are faithful 
to Him. The Happiness of those who obey the laws of God, and the 
Unhappiness of those who do not. Examples from the Old Testament. 
Adam, David, Solomon. In the New Testament we are exhorted to ob- 
servance of the commandments in the words and parables of Jesus 
Christ. How God takes care of His faithful servants. Elias. The 
widow of Sarepta. Daniel. Exhortation. 


The Lord gives us the commandment that we should love Him 
as He loves us, with our whole heart, undivided; with our whole 
soul and with our whole strength; and He promises us eternal re- 
ward if we keep the commandment faithfully, and threatens eternal 
punishment if we do not keep it. If we are beset by so many 
troubles in this world, it is because we neglect the commandments of 
God; for He Himself has said: If you keep my commandments 
faithfully, I will bless you in many ways; if, however, you transgress 
them, you will be cursed in everything that you do. If then, dear 
brethren, we wish to be happy in this world, as far as that is pos- 
sible, we have no other means thereto but that of keeping faith- 
fully the commandments of God, and we shall see, that as we turn 
aside from the path pointed out to us by the commandments of 
God, soul and body will be unhappy in this as well as in the next 
world. Our eternal blessedness depends upon our faithful observ- 
ance of the commandments which the good God has given us, but 
God rewards already in this life those that are faithful to Him, 
and I will show you to-day 
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The Happiness of those who obey the commandments of God and 
the Unhappiness of those who do not. 

If, dear brethren, we open the Scriptures, we shall find there, that 
all those who made it their duty to observe rightly the command- 
ments of God, were always happy, because God never abandons 
those who make it their duty to do that which He commands them 
todo. Already Adam is a good example of this. As long as he ob- 
served the commandments of the Lord faithfully, he was in a bliss- 
ful state in every respect; his body, his soul, his mind and all his 
senses were directed to God alone; even the angels descended from 
heaven to bear him company. The bliss of our first parents would 
have remained the same forever, had they continued faithful to their 
duties; but this happy state did not last long. The evil spirit, 
envious at such bliss, plunged them into ruin, and robbed them of 
all their possessions, which they should have enjoyed for all eter- 
nity. As soon as they had the misfortune to transgress the Lord’s 
commandments, everything went wrong with them; troubles and 
cares, sickness, fear of death and judgment and of punishment in an- 
other life took the place of their former bliss; their life now was 
nothing but a state of tears and sufferings. 

The Lord said to Moses: “Tell my people that if they faithfully 
observe my commandments, I will fill them with all kinds of bless- 
ings; but if they dare to transgress them, I shall punish them with 
all kinds of sufferings.” God said to Abraham: “Because thou 
hast faithfully kept my commandments, I will bless thee in every- 
thing. I will bless all those who bless thee; I shall curse all those 
who curse thee; out of thy race the Redeemer of the world shall 
be born.” He made known to Abraham’s people, when the time had 
arrived for them to enter into the promised land: “The people who 
dwelt in this land committed great sins; for this reason I shall 
drive them out, and put you in their place. But take care not to 
transgress my commandments. If you keep them faithfully, I 
shall bless you in and above everything. When you are in the 
fields or in your houses, I shall bless your children, who will then 
love you, respect and obey you, and give you all kinds of consola- 
tion. I will command the heavens to give you rain at the proper 
times, as much as will be necessary to water your fields and your 
meadows; everything will prosper with you.” In another place in 
the Scriptures, God says: “If you keep my commandments faith- 
fully I shall watch unceasingly over your preservation; you can be 
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without fear in your houses; I will prevent the wild beasts from 
harming you; you will be able to sleep in peace; nothing shall dis- 
turb you. I will always be with you. I shall walk with you. I 
am your God, and you will be my people.” Again He says to 
Moses: “Say unto my people, that if they keep my commandments, I 
will deliver them from all evils that oppress them.” And the Holy 
Ghost says that “he who keeps the commandments of the Lord, 
is happier than if he possessed all the wealth of the earth.” 

Now, have you ever considered, that God lays such stress upon the 
keeping of His commandments, and that He promises such great 
benefits in return for their faithful observance? You will then 
agree with me, that our whole happiness consists in keeping faith- 
fully the commandments. To prove to you, dear brethren, that 
as soon as we transgress the commandments, we can only be un- 
happy, let David serve us as an example. As long as he trod the 
path which the commandments prescribed to him, everything pros- 
pered with him: he was beloved, esteemed and obeyed by his neigh- 
bors. But the very moment that he no longer observed the com- 
mandments, his happiness came to an end, and all kinds of trouble 
beset him. Anxiety and remorse of conscience took the place of 
that peace and contentedness which he had hitherto enjoyed. Tears 
and sufferings were his daily bread. As he was one day bemoaning 
his sins, he was informed that his son Amon had been pierced with 
a sword by his brother Absalom in a fit of drunkenness. Absalom 
tried to depose his father, even to kill him, that he might reign in 
his stead; David was obliged to hide in the woods to escape death. 
Moreover, the plague slew a large number of David’s subjects. 

Solomon affords us another example: As long as he kept faith- 
fully the commandments, he had the admiration of the world; his 
renown reached to the furthermost parts of the earth; the queen 
of Saba even came from afar to witness the wonders which the 
Lord had worked in him; but as soon as he had the misfortune no 
longer to observe the commandments, everything went wrong with 
him. Upon hearing these examples, even from the Old Testament 
only, you will agree with me, dear brethren, that all our troubles 
arise from the fact that we do not observe the commandments of 
God faithfully, and that if we expect happiness and peace, as far 
as we may expect to possess such in this world, in this vale of suffer- 
ing and sorrow, then, I say, the only means of securing these bene- 
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fits is, to do everything in our power to please God—everything, 
therefore, that He bids us to do in His commandments. 

But if we pass to the New Testament, we find that Christ Our 
Lord exhorts us constantly to observe the commandments, and 
promises great reward. Jesus Christ promises us heaven, because 
nothing of this earth is capable of gratifying the heart of man, 
who is created for God only, who cannot find happiness but in God. 
Jesus Christ exhorts us urgently to care little for the things of this 
world, and to look for the blessings of heaven, which can never 
come to an end. We read in the Gospel, that Jesus Christ, being 
on one occasion amongst certain people who appeared to think only 
of their corporal necessities, said to them: “Be not so solicitous as 
to what you shall eat, and wherewith you shall be clothed.” And, 
desiring to make them understand that everything concerning the 
body was of little consequence, He said to them: “Consider the 
lilies of the field, they toil not, neither do they spin; and behold 
your heavenly Father clotheth them; for I say unto you that not 
even Solomon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. Ob- 
serve the birds of the air, they neither sow nor reap, nor do they 
gather into barns, yet behold how your heavenly Father cares for 
them. O, ye of little faith, are you not of more account than they? 
Seek first the kingdom of heaven; that is to say, keep My com- 
mandments faithfully, and all things else shall be added unto you 
over and above.” 

Now what are we to infer from these words, dear brethren? 
Only this, that a Christian who seeks in first place to please God 
and to save his soul, will never want for his corporal necessities. 

But, you will say, perhaps, if we have nothing, no one will give 
us anything! I will answer that everything we have comes from 
the beneficence of God and not from ourselves. If you wish, dear 
brethren, to experience the magnitude of the goodness of God, then 
make it your duty to observe exactly what the commandments order 
you, and you will see with amazement how God cares for those who 
strive to please Him. If you wish to see a proof of this, turn to the 
pages of Holy Scripture, and there you will find full confirmation 
of this. We read for instance in Holy Writ that the prophet Elias 
hid himself in the woods in order to escape the persecutions of Queen 
Jezabel. There, deprived of all human aid, do you think that the 
Lord allowed him to die of hunger? No, dear friends, certainly 
not. The Lord did not lose sight of His faithful servant. He sent 


Christ teaches 
us the same. 


Elias. 








The widow 
of Sarepta. 


Daniel. 





698 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


at once an angel from heaven, to console him, and to bring him 
everything that was necessary for his maintenance. Behold too, 
how the Lord cared for the widow of Sarepta. He said to His 
prophets: “Seek this good widow who serves me so faithfully and 
keeps My commandments; increase her store of meal, that she may 
not suffer hunger.” Another instance is His command to one 
of the prophets, Habacuc, to take food to Daniel in the lions’ den at 
Babylon. All these examples are taken from the Old Testament, 
but in the New Testament the miracles which God works in favor 
of those who observe His commandments are not less great or nu- 
merous. Behold how God, with five small loaves and two fishes 
fed the thousands of people, who, following Jesus Christ, sought 
the kingdom of Heaven, and the sanctification of their souls. See, 
how for forty years He provided for the sustenance of the holy 
hermit Paul by means of a raven; an unmistakable proof that God 


_ never loses sight of those who love Him, and that He supplies them 


with everything that is necessary. O my God, how great is Thy 
love for those who love Thee! What care dost Thou take that they 
may not want! Tell me, dear brethren, who let every day provisions 
be carried by a dog to St. Roch in the desert? Was it not God, 
dear brethren? And why did God take so much care for the 
maintenance of all these Saints, unless it was because they faithfully 
observed the commandments which He had given? 

Yes, dear brethren, we may safely say that the Saints found all 
their happiness in keeping the commandments, and that they would 
sooner have endured martyrdom than to transgress them: and did 
not the martyrs suffer tortures and death, just because they would 
not transgress the commandments of God? 

What shame for us then, dear brethren, when at the judgment day 
we will face these martyrs; we who so often are prompted in our 
actions by even the mere thought of “What will the world say?” 

Yes, dear brethren, if we wish to gain true happiness, God’s own 
words and history, both of the old and new law, teach that the exact 
observance of the commandments is required. And since God in His 
mercy assists us with His Grace in observing them, why should we 
start back and be so fearful? 

Let our firm resolution this morning be, to obey faithfully the 
commandments of God, and not to let any consideration of earthly 
gain or loss, of fear or favor, induce us to transgress them, so that 
at the end of our days we may have the great good fortune of look- 
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ing back upon a God fearing and faithful life, which will open for 
us the gates of an eternal reward, which I wish you all. Amen. 





THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. ~ 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“There met Him ten men that were lepers, who stood afar off.” —Luke 
xvii. 12. 


SYNOPSIS.—The dangers of evil company. How difficult it is for the just 
to remain good in the society of the ungodly. St. Peter an example. 
Examples in our own midst. Young men and girls. Husbands led into 
intemperance, etc. Avoid, therefore, bad company. 

According to the religious and civil laws in the time of Christ 
those who were afflicted with leprosy were made to dwell apart 
from the rest of mankind, that the well might not run the danger 
of being infected with this malady. In accordance with this order 
the ten lepers whom the Saviour met on the road to Jerusalem, 
remained afar off, raised their voices, so that He might hear them, 
and said: “Jesus, Master, have mercy upon us!” By leprosy is 
understood sin. We are accordingly warned that those who do 
not wish to be infected with the frightful disease of sin, should 
fly and avoid the society of the diseased, that is to say, the society 
of the sinner, bad company. How necessary and important it is 
to avoid bad company we shall learn further to-day. 

In ancient times the question arose amongst the philosophers of 
Greece, as to what was the most difficult thing to overcome in the 
world. Many things were mentioned as the most difficult, finally 
one of them got up and said: “I consider that nothing is more 
difficult than for a good and just man to remain good among the 
ungodly.” This man was right. For this reason such high praise 
is lavished in Holy Scripture upon the pious Tobias, because he, 
although surrounded by bad example, preserved his virtue intact. 
“Moreover, when all went to the golden calves, he alone fled the 
company of all, and kept his soul.” (Tob. i. 5, 12.) How dif- 
ficult it is to preserve our soul pure from sin, in the company of 
evil doers, we perceive in the apostle Peter. When the Saviour 
at the last supper foretold His disciples, that one of them would 
betray him and deliver him to his enemies, and that they would 
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all be scandalized at him that night, Peter arose and said determin- 
edly: “Though all men shall be scandalized in thee, I will never be 
scandalized. Though I should die with thee, I will not deny thee.” 
(Matt. xxvi. 33, 35.) “Lord, I am ready to go with thee both into 
prison, and to death.” (Luke xxii. 33.) And Peter actually lived 
up to his words shortly afterwards; for as Judas, the betrayer, en- 
tered the garden of Gethsemani with the soldiers, to take Jesus 
prisoner, Peter drew his sword, to protect his Master, and cut off 
the ear of Malchus. Later, however, standing with the soldiers 
around the fire, and a servant of the high priest looking at him 
closely, expressed the belief that Peter belonged also to the disciples 
of Christ, then he denied his Master three times, and vowed he did 
not know him. 

What was the reason that Peter at the last supper gave most 
solemn promises of fidelity to his Master, and even in the garden 
of Gethsemani exhibited such great courage, but later on in the 
court of the high priest, acted so cowardly and denied his Master? 
There he was in the company of Jesus and the other disciples, but 
here he found himself in the midst of ungodly men; the society 
of the good spurred him on to good, but bad company led him to 
evil. This then confirms what the royal prophet David says: 
“With the holy thou wilt be holy, and with the innocent man thou 
wilt be innocent. And with the elect thou wilt be elect; and with 
the perverse thou wilt be perverted.” (Ps. xvii. 26, 27.) And it 
is ever thus, for as St. Chrysostom says: “It is quite natural that 
when the good associate with the wicked, the wicked are not im- 
proved by the good, but the good are perverted by the wicked.” 
All men have a natural inclination to imitate what they see and 
hear in others, and they learn good and bad from others. But be- 
cause, as Holy Scripture tells us, our heart is inclined to evil from 
our youth, we prefer, and learn the bad more quickly than the 
good. It is evident then, that bad company, is for us the greatest 
danger. “He that toucheth pitch,” says the wise Sirach (xiii. 1), 
“shall be defiled with it; and he that hath fellowship with the 
proud, shall put on pride.” For this reason Moses calls upon the | 
people of Israel to “Depart from the tents of these wicked men, 
and touch nothing of theirs, lest you be involved in their sins.” 
(IV. Moses xvi. 26.) And St. Paul exhorts most earnestly: “ And 
we charge you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you withdraw yourselves from every brother (that is from the com- 
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panionship of every brother) who lives disorderly.” (II. Thess. 
iii. 6.) A bad man is capable of perverting many good ones to evil. 
Did you ever hear that a diseased sheep was restored to health by 
being left among the sound sheep? No, if the shepherd would 
not promptly isolate it, the entire flock would become diseased. 
Place one rotten apple with a number of good ones, and in a short 
while they will all be rotten. 

However, to convince you of the dangers of bad company, I 
need only call your attention: to your own experience. You have 
doubtless become acquainted with youths and young girls, who 
by their innocence and modesty were a joy to their parents, and 
an ornament to the community? All at once you noticed a great 
change in them; the roses had vanished from their cheeks, they 
avoided looking you in the face, they did not go to church or the 
sacraments as often as formerly, they shun the society of good men, 
and you hear many complaints about them on all sides. Whence 
comes this sudden change? They have been led into bad company, 
where they have lost their innocence and their good conduct. They 
are now no longer a joy to their parents and an honor to the com- 
munity. They cause their parents worry and trouble, and are a 
shame and a scandal to the community. Alas, there are probably 
many fathers and mothers here who can testify that their chil- 
dren, whom they brought up good and pious, by associating with 
bad company have lost their innocence and modesty, virtue and 
the fear of God; there are certainly many wives here who can 
testify that their husbands were led into intemperance and gam- 
bling by bad company. What endless ruin is caused by bad com- 
pany! If then, dear Christians, you value the salwation of your im- 
mortal soul, and your peace of heart, you will be careful not to 
associate with persons who lead a disorderly life, so that you 
may not be entangled in their sins. Let no one say: I am old 
enough to know how to take care of myself! If the Apostle Peter 
himself fell, in the company of the ungodly, who amongst us dare 
venture to approach the danger and imagine that he will not fall? 
“He that loveth danger shall perish in it.” (Ecclus. iii. 27.) If, 
however, in consequence of your position or your calling, your 
business or work, you are obliged to have intercourse with wicked 
persons, then pay no attention to their bad conversations, or their 
ungodly behavior, so that your soul may not be infected with the 
leprosy of sin. Be always on your guard, and pray daily that the 
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Lord may strengthen you in all dangers and temptations, and pre- 
serve you from every evil. Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


ABSOLUTION. 


“Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins 
you shall retain, they are retained.”—John xx. 23. 


SYNOPSIS.—The sacrifice of our Lord on the Cross made these words 
efficacious. The priest the dispenser of graces by giving Absolution. 
He is bound by laws, and must give or withhold Absolution according 
to these laws. The confessor’s position one of greatest responsibility. 
He must, therefore, proceed with the greatest care, 

I, What Absolution is, and to whom it must be given or withheld, 

II. One of the principal reasons why it must be withheld. 

I. Man, having lost God, can again find Him in Absolution. Definition of 
Absolution. Conditions on part of the penitent. The priest at times 
obliged to refuse or postpone Absolution. 

II. Some of the reasons why Absolution is withheld. One of the princi- 
pal reasons is insufficient knowledge of the Holy Truths of Religion. 
The essentials of Religion, which every Catholic Christian must know. 
Not only in words but in meaning. 


Dear brethren, our divine Redeemer, dearly paid with His own 
life the price to make these words efficacious: “Whose sins you shall 
forgive, they are forgiven them: and whose sins you shall retain, 
they are retained.” What tortures, what suffering, and what an 
agonizing death! We are so superficial, so careless, so worldly, that 
many of us think it depends upon the priest to give or to withhold 
absolution, as he thinks best. No, dear friends, in this you are very 
much mistaken. The minister of God is but the dispenser of the 
graces and merits of Jesus Christ; he can only dispense them ac- 
cording to prescribed laws. An awful responsibility it is for a priest 
to exercise this sublime office, in which he runs the risk of being 
himself condemned while saving others. An exact account will be 
demanded from the priest on the day of judgment, when all the ab- 
solutions that he has pronounced will be examined by God Himself, 
as to whether he has been too lavish with the graces of heaven or 
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too strict. How difficult it is sometimes, to be correct in judgment, 
to be always accurate! How many priests at the last day will wish 
that they had never taken Holy Orders, but had remained laymen! 

The priest has the power to remit sins, and he also has the power 
of retaining them, and St. Gregory the Great says, that a priest 
should thoroughly investigate the disposition of a penitent before 
he gives him absolution. He should see whether his heart is 
changed, and if all those resolutions have been made which a con- 
verted sinner owes to God. 

It is therefore clear that the dispenser of grace must postpone or 
withhold absolution from certain sinners, if he does not want to be 
lost together with this sinner. I will try and show you therefore: 


1. What absolution is; and to whom it should be given or with- 
held. 


2. One of the principal reasons why it must be withheld. 


Listen well, because this is a very important subject, it is a ques- 
tion of your salvation or damnation. 


A 


How fortunate is man, dear brethren, and yet how culpable! I 
say fortunate, for, having lost his God, heaven, and his soul, he 
has at his disposal such an easy means to recover what he lost. A 
wealthy man, who loses his fortune, is often unable to recover it; 
the Christian, however, having lost his eternal fortune, can regain 
it with but little sincere effort. O my God, how great is Thy 
love for the sinner, for Thou dost offer him this means of re- 
gaining heaven! But I said also culpable, for we could obtain 
so many benefits and yet we despise them! You have forfeited 
heaven, my friend, and yet you live on in this wretchedness? 
You, sinful man, can escape perdition and regain salvation! And 
yet, you hesitate! 

In order to explain to you what absolution is, I will say it is a 
verdict which the priest, authorized by Jesus Christ, pronounces in 
His name, whereby our sins are remitted, are wiped out as com- 
pletely as if we had never committed them, provided the penitent 
receives absolution with the proper dispositions demanded by this 
Sacrament. Who can help but admire this merciful verdict? O 
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happy moment for the contrite sinner! Our poor soul, delivered 
from the tyranny of the evil spirit, restored to the friendship and 
grace of God, recovers peace, that precious peace which constitutes 
man’s whole happiness in this world and the next. His innocence 
is restored to him with all its claims upon the kingdom of God, of 
which sin had deprived him. But, remember, this grace is only 
given to those who deserve it; that is to say, to those who, although 
sinners, are converted sinners; those who are sorrowfully repentant 
for their past lives, not only because they had lost heaven, but 
because they had offended grievously Him who deserved to be loved 
infinitely. 

There are sometimes reasons which may induce the priest to post- 
pone absolution. The church herself has given laws, which the 
priest is unable to set aside. The priest’s duty is to apply these 
laws in the right way, and it is your duty, not to murmur or com- 
plain if he finds it necessary to refuse or postpone absolution. If 
a priest refuses it to you, it is because he has your real interest at 
heart, and an ardent desire to save your soul, and you will compre- 
hend this rightly at the day of judgment: You will then perceive 
that it was his most fervent wish to lead you to heaven, which in- 
duced him to postpone the absolution. Had he given it to you as 
you wished, he would have been damned. You ought therefore, 
dear brethren, never to murmur when a priest does not give you ab- 
solution ; on the contrary, you ought to thank God, and do everything 
in your power to deserve this grace. 


II. 


Among the reasons which oblige the priest sometimes to refuse 
or postpone absolution are, for instance, insufficient preparation, 
absence of true contrition, refusal to make restitution, etc. But 
there is another reason which I will make the chief object of our 
meditation to-day, and that is a neglect of the Christian to inform 
himself of the essential truths of his Holy Religion. 

St. Charles Borromeo tells us explicitly that “absolution cannot be 
given to persons who do not know the principal facts of the Chris- 
tian Religion, and the duties of their state of life; particularly when 
their ignorance arises from their indifference concerning their sal- 
vation.” The laws of the Church in this connection also forbid ab- 
solution to be given to fathers or mothers who do not teach their 
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children, or have them taught, in everything that is necessary for 
their salvation. . 

What, then, are the essentials of our holy Religion? Listen and 
I will tell you what every Catholic must necessarily know. 

A Christian should know the Our Father, the Hail Mary, the 
Creed, the Confiteor, the three acts of Faith, Hope and Charity, the 
commandments of God and the Church and an act of contrition. 
By this, I do not mean that you must know the words only, but you 
must be able to give an explanation of each article in particular and 
say what they mean. This is what is expected of you and not sim- 
ply to know the words. You must know that the Our Father 
was composed by God Himself; that the Hail Mary was com- 
posed partly by the angel who came to announce the Mys- 
tery of the Incarnation to the Blessed Virgin, and partly by the 
Church; you.must know that the creed was composed by the apos- 
tles after the descent of the Holy Ghost, before they went out into 
the world; so that since the first beginning, the same Religion 
and the same Mysteries are taught in all parts of the world. The 
creed contains the sum and substance of our entire Holy Religion, 
the mystery of the Most Holy Trinity, which is one God in three 
Persons, namely, God the Father, who created us, God the Son who 
redeemed us by His death and passion, and God the Holy Ghost, 
who sanctified us in Baptism. When you say: I believe in God 
the Father Almighty, Creator, etc., you must mean, I believe, that 
the eternal Father created everything, our bodies and our souls, 
that the world was not always in existence, that it will not always 
be, that it will one day be destroyed. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
means: I believe that Jesus Christ, the second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, became man, that He suffered and died to redeem 
us, to merit heaven for us, of which we were deprived by the sin 
of Adam. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, 
means: I believe that there is one Church, which is the one that 
Jesus Christ Himself founded, that in her He has deposited all His 
graces, and that this Church will endure until the end of the world. 
When you say: I believe in the Communion of Saints, you must 
mean: I believe that all Christians take part in one another’s prayers 
and good works, I believe that the Saints, who are in heaven, pray 
to God for us, and that we can pray for those who are in purgatory. 
When you say: I believe in the forgiveness, you mean, I believe that 
in the Church of Jesus Christ there are Sacraments which remit all 
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sin, and that there are no sins which the Church of Jesus Christ 
cannot remit. If we say: The resurrection of the body, that means 
that the very same bodies which we now have, will one day rise 
again, that our souls will return to them to accompany them to 
heaven, or to hell, as we shall have deserved. When we say, I be- 
lieve in the life everlasting, that means: I believe that the next life 
will have no end, that our souls will last as long as God Himself, 
who is without end. When you say, from whence He shall come to 
judge both the living and the dead, means, I believe, that Jesus 
Christ is in heaven, body and soul, and that He Himself will come 
to judge us, and to reward those who have been good, and to punish 
those who have been bad. 

We must know, furthermore, that the Commandments of God 
were given to Adam at his creation; that is to say, that God wrote 
them in his heart, and that afterwards, God gave them to Moses 
written upon tablets of stone, upon Mount Sinai. They are the 
same which our Lord renewed when He came down upon earth to 
save us. I say that you must know the acts of Faith, Hope and 
Charity. I repeat, not the words only, but the meaning of them. 
Faith enables us to believe all that the Church teaches. Although 
we may not be able to comprehend some of the mysteries, it teaches 
us to believe that God sees us, and that He watches over us, that He 
will either reward or punish us according to our acts of good or 
evil; that there is a heaven for the good, and a hell for the wicked; 
that our Lord suffered and died for us. Hope teaches us to do all 
our actions with the intention of pleasing God, and that they will 
be rewarded through all eternity. In this world the Love of God 
consists in our loving God above all created things, and preferring 
Him above all things, even our own life. 

This, my dear brethren, is what is meant when we say that you 
must know the Our Father, the Hail Mary, the Creed, the Con- 
fiteor, the one only God, and your three acts. If you do not know 
this, then you know nothing that is necessary for you to be saved; 
you should be able when you are asked about these things to explain 
them: But this is not all: you should also know what the mys- 
tery of the Incarnation is, and what the word Incarnation means. 
You must know that this Mystery means, that the second Person of 
the Blessed Trinity took upon Himself a body like ours, in the 
womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost. We celebrate this mystery upon the 25th of March, the feast 
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of the Annunciation; for on this day the Son of God united His 
divinity with our humanity; He took a body like ours, but without 
sin, and He took all our sins upon Himself, to satisfy His Father’s 
justice. You must know that Jesus Christ died, that He died as 
man, and not as God, because as God He could not die;—that He 
rose again upon Easter day, when He united His soul again to His 
body, and that after remaining upon earth for forty days, He as- 
cended into Heaven upon Ascension day. That the Holy Ghost 
descended upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost. You should 
be able to tell the Sacraments. If you are asked by whom they were 
instituted you must answer that they could only be ‘instituted by 
Jesus Christ, not by the Blessed Virgin or the Apostles. You 
should know what are the effects of each Sacrament, and what is 
the disposition which we must have to receive them properly; you 
should know that Baptism wipes out original sin, which was the sin 
of Adam, and which we all have when we come into the world; that 
the Sacrament of Confirmation is conferred upon us by the Bishop, 
and that by it we receive the Holy Ghost with the abundance of His 
graces; that we partake of the Sacrament of Penance when we con- 
fess our sins to the priest, and that if we confess them properly, all 
our sins are effaced by the absolution of the priest. In the Holy 
Eucharist we believe that there is really and truly present the 
adorable body and the most precious blood of Jesus Christ. The 
Sacrament of Extreme Unction helps us to die well, and it was in- 
stituted to cleanse us from the sins which we have committed by all 
the different senses. Holy Orders confer upon man the power 
which Jesus Christ gave to His Apostles. The Sacrament of 
Matrimony sanctifies the union of husband and wife if they are 
united according to the laws of the Church. 

Now, my dear brethren, if I had asked you about these things, 
would you have been able to answer all these questions rightly? 
Yet, they must be known to every Christian, at least in general. 
Now, if a priest postpone absolution, because you do not know the 
principal truths of Holy Religion, is he to be blamed or you? From 
this you may conclude how necessary it is to be instructed in Holy 
Religion, what care you should take to learn so as to be enabled to 
participate in its benefits. 

And one of these great benefits, indeed, one of the greatest, is the 
Absolution, given by the priest to the penitent, by the power of Our 
Lord Himself. I will not conclude my words without an earnest 
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warning to parents not to neglect the instruction of their children 
in our Holy Religion, so that on judgment day the parents may 
not be called to task, if the children have been refused absolution 
because they did not know their Religion. Amen. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE ITALIAN OF FATHER I. DE BRESSANVIDO, O.F.M., 
BY THE REV. JOHN J. ROCHE, O.F.M., (WEXFORD, IRELAND). 


II. 


THE DIFFERENT INCENTIVES TO IMPURITY, ESPECIALLY IMMODEST 
Looks. 


SYNOPSIS.—How much they are deceived who look when there is danger, 
and pretend not to offend God. Such looks, though not always ending 
in acts, frequently do so in bad thoughts, or in bad thoughts having 
bad desires annexed to them. The consequent necessity of restraining 
the eyes—the force of an evil look: purposes, commandments, resolutions, 
all forgotten. —Example of Eve: how often she is imitated.—St. Ber- 
nard’s sentiment, viz.: a greater miracle to be familiar with a person of 
the other sex, and not to fall into some sin of impurity, than to raise 
the dead to life-—The precautions the saints took to avoid an immodest 
countenance—flying into deserts, cloisters, etc.; not being ashamed of 
their weakness. 


Chastity is a virtue of great extension, it exists not only in the 
soul, but in the body; and as the body has five senses—the sight, the 
hearing, taste, smell, and touch—so chastity ought to shine forth in 
all these senses. Nor can any one be chaste if he does not restrain 
them all and become master of them. From which it follows that 
you may sin against chastity by all the senses. These are the win- 
dows through which, says Jeremias, death enters. But it is necessary 
to know, that, though death enters through all the senses, it does so 
more especially through the eyes, and by them causes more frequent 
and greater destruction. It is necessary then to use all caution to 
restrain the eyes from all curious and lascivious looks ; they being so 
powerful an incentive to impurity. To use this caution and dili- 
gence, I will endeavor to show you how dangerous and destructive 
immodest looks are. 

1. St. Gregory Nazianzen says that among the senses the eye is 
the most lively and prompt to act. Hence the Holy Ghost (Ecclus. 
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xxxi.) reminds us that a dissolute eye is a bad thing; hence Salvian 
calls them the mines of the soul; for as the strongest rocks and walls 
are blown up by mines, so by fixing the eyes on dangerous objects 
the soul is instantly brought upon impure thoughts and desires that 
cause the destruction of purity, even the most constant. “ My eye,” 
says Jeremias, “ has been a thief that has robbed me of my soul, be- 
cause it would fix its looks on objects too pleasing ” ; and in the case 
of how many has the eye, too curious in looking, been the cause of 
destruction ; from how many has it robbed the inestimable pleasure of 
purity and grace! How many has it precipitated into the horrible 
vice of incontinency ! 

2. And what was it that precipitated the whole human race into 
this crime, not even excepting those that were called the children of 
God, with the exception of the family of Noe, and obliged God to 
send the universal deluge? The lascivious eye, that would too 
curiously look after the daughters of men. “ And the sons of God 
seeing the daughters of men that they were fair, took to themselves 
wives of all which they chose.” (Gen. vi.) What induced the 
Prince of Sichem to violate Dina, the daughter of Jacob, a crime 
that caused his death, and that of all of his countrymen? His las- 
civious eye. (Gen. xxxiv.) What moved two old men, venerable 
for their gray hairs, to tempt the modesty of the chaste Susanna? 
The lascivious eyes that looked curiously after her. (Daniel xiii.) 
What caused David to commit adultery and murder? An unguarded 
look at Bethsabee, wife of Urias. The eye is ordinarily the inter- 
preter of this passion, and how many would have remained chaste 
and be saved had they been blind? 

3. On this account the saints were jealous governors of their eyes. 
St. Louis, son of the King of Naples, then a Franciscan Religious 
and afterward Bishop of Toulouse, never looked a woman in the face, 
not even his queen-mother. St. Aloysius Gonzaga did the same. 
St. Peter of Alcantara guarded his eyes with so much modesty that 
he did not know the sort of ceiling on the refectory or his cell, and 
knew the religious not by their faces, but by their voices. St. Thomas 
of Aquin, though he felt angels girding his loins, yet was most 
scrupulous in guarding his eyes. Hence he would say that when we 
do what we can, God protects and assists us by His grace, but when 
we go into danger He permits our fall. St. Philip Neri was entirely 
free from impure commotions, but this was a reward for the vigi- 
lance he exercised in avoiding looks at persons of the different sex. 
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And being asked in old age why, even then, he was so cautious, he 
said that, as death had not yet closed his eyes, it could yet enter by 
them. 

4. And this distrust of their eyes they had learned from the most 
patient Job, who, knowing how great an incentive to lust dissolute 
eyes are, said: “I have entered into a league with my eyes that I 
would not even think of a virgin.” Though we do not think with 
the eyes, still by means of them objects enter into the mind and enable 
it to think. And thus having introduced impurity to the thoughts, 
they impart impurity to the affections and not uncommonly to evil 
desires of committing sin with the object which was looked at. Thus, 
for example, you behold an immodest object and admire it; it pleases 
you; the image of that object is impressed on the mind, and aiter- 
ward in your room, or walking, or in the quiet of repose, it returns 
and allures you more than ever,—it solicits and assails the passion 
with most fiery assaults and urges it to render the heart a captive 
by consenting to filthy pleasures. And how many have thus lament- 
ably fallen? 

5. Too true is the maxim of St. Bernard, that a true sign of chas- 
tity is caution in looks, and he who is dissolute in looks you must 
conclude is also unchaste. “ The fornication of a woman shall be 
known from the haughtiness of her eyes, and by her eyelids.” (Ec- 
clus. xxvi. 12.) The look ordinarily manifests the affection of the 
heart. But you say that you can look at objects that please and 
flatter you without wounding your heart. St. Austin calls you liars 
and says, that you can not have a chaste heart, and an unchaste eye. 
We have a clear proof of this in the wife of Joseph’s master, Puti- 
phar; so long as she restrained her eyes from Joseph, who was fair 
of countenance, she did not stain her conjugal chastity. But when 
she fixed her eyes on him then she tempted him to do that which 
chastity forbids. 

6. Hear the words of our divine Lord in the Gospel in relation to 
this: “ You have heard,” He said, “‘ that it was said to them of old: 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. But I say unto you, whoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after her, hath already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.” What, then, is to be done with this eye, the cause 
of so great evil? He answers: “ Pluck it out; for it is better for 
you to go deprived of it to heaven, than, having it, to be cast into 
eternal fire.” As an infirm person will permit any member to be cut 
off, to save the life of his body—thus to save the life of the soul from 
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mortal sin, the greatest of all evils, it is not meant that you have to 
pluck it out materially, but to mortify it, to close it, not to see those 
objects that are incentive to evils. “Oh!” you will say, “to do 
this is very troublesome.” Yet it is necessary to do so if the eye is 
an incentive to this vice. If eternal salvation is thereby forfeited, 
it is clear that a single look, accompanied with bad thought, deliber- 
ately and fully consented to, is a grievous sin. When the thought is 
accompanied with a bad desire it is doubly grievous and involves 
all the malice of incontinence, and imposes obligation on the penitent 
of confessing whether the object was a married person, or one bound 
by vow, and any other circumstance that would change the kind 
of sin. 

7. To understand properly the doctrine of Christ, it is necessary 
to distinguish different sorts of looks. There are looks of civility, 
expediency, and necessity, accompanied with modesty. There are 
sudden looks with which diligence is used to arrest them, when it is 
perceived that they are dangerous. Jesus Christ does not condemn 
these. But there are looks wished for, sought after on purpose, 
curious, that are given to gratify the eye and passion. These doubt- 
lessly are sinful, because they expose to the danger of impure 
thoughts and impure acts him who casts them. Nor will it do to say 
that you will look, but that you will be on your guard not to be sur- 
prised, and that you have done so without exciting any impure 
thought or affection. 

8. Yet you will say, if sin has followed in others, yet it has not 
done so in us. We have looked on every countenance and object 
that pleased, and without feeling any evil impression have remained 
unaffected. “It may be,” says St. Chrysostom, “that you have 
looked at such objects two or three times and have resisted any evil 
impressions that are the ordinary effects of evil and curious looks. 
But continue to do so, and they will follow.” A person who would 
light a fire with green wood applies matches and straw, and yet it 
does not light. The time seems lost; dry timber is put on the fire, 
it is blown, but to no purpose; a little smoke may appear. You 
would be of opinion that it will never light, and be-disposed to aban- 
don it as a fruitless undertaking; and yet, when not thinking of it, 
behold the timber, now fit for fire, enkindles and bursts out into great 
flame. To this example may be likened those who would view dan- 
gerous objects. Everything lays snares for your innocence: the 
devil loses no opportunity of tempting you; at every look he casts 
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in straw and matches, to enkindle the unhallowed flame. As yet that 
good soul that you have from God, that garden of virtue and piety, 
cultivated by a Christian education, has resisted, and as you have not 
been burned, you look again: and new snares, new combustible mat- 
ter, straw, and matches, thrown in by the enemy, follow. As yet 
that natural horror to commit sin that the soul has, has given you 
courage, and you do not burn. But beware that the material is not 
already infected, and this unhallowed fire is not ready to burst out 
and consume you entirely. 

9g. Notwithstanding this, you say that you have looked and will 
again look, and that your heart is not inflamed, and that you have 
fallen into no evil. Nor do I intend to contradict you altogether. 
I grant that in your own sense you have not fallen, but on this ac- 
count I do not consider you free from deception—you have not fallen, 
perhaps, because you fail to enumerate among your falls any but 
those grosser and last acts; but you have fallen if from gratification 
you have looked through curiosity, felt a pleasure in your look. You 
have not fallen, and you think yourselves innocent, because in act you 
have not consummated the most shameful deeds. But what about 
that wish of executing your most evil designs, if some human respect 
had not withheld you, if the time, place, accomplice, had permitted 
it? Where do you leave those filthy thoughts and impure desires? 
These also are mortal sins that made you prisoners of the devil and 
condemned you to hell. What matters it if this misfortune results 
from a physical act or from an evil desire? On this account, Jesus 
Christ condemns lascivious looks as pernicious, not only because 
they might produce evil acts, but because they would produce bad 
desires. What matters it to a bird whether it be caught in a net, or 
in the trap, or by a hawk? 

10. Therefore if you are anxious to preserve intact chastity of 
body and soul, if desirous to save your souls, if it is important to you 
not to become slaves and victims of incontinence, restrain your eyes 
which give the strongest incentives to fall into this sin. Avoid those 
looks too curious, and lascivious, that bring death along with them, 
because, if they do not always terminate in acts, they frequently do 
so in desires. Every one is tempted to fall into this vice by his own 
concupiscence, and the devil ceases not to blow the coals. Defend 
yourselves from these enemies, and you will have enough to do, and 
do not aid them by curious looks, otherwise you will fall. That 
pleasing object that the eye presents to you has such an attraction 
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that nothing can equal it. It insinuates itself so secretly, but at the 
same time with so much pertinacity, it flatters with so much pleas- 
ure, but at the same time with so much force, that it seduces the 
reason, and almost infallibly draws the heart after it; and who can 
look at such objects as these without being seduced? Perhaps you 
think a firm purpose, or the precept which forbids it will restrain 
you; but purposes and commandments are forgotten, the object has 
too much force to gain consent, when the eye is fixed on it. 

11. Let us consider this matter in practise. The serpent ap- 
proached Eve in paradise and asked her why she did not partake of 
the fruit in the midst of paradise. She warded off his attack by the 
commandment she had from God. “ Let us beware,” she said, “ that 
we not even touch it.” She was courageous in resenting the first 
attack. But had she added to the caution of not touching it that of 
not seeing it, and observed it exactly, she would have remained inno- 
cent, but this was precisely the cause of her ruin. Being brought 
to the sight of that unlucky tree either by her own curiosity or by 
the temptation of the devil, she began to look at the fruit; she ad- 
mired its beauty, and imagined its sweetness as surpassing. What 
then? She took and ate of it. Reflect on this lamentable fall. Eve 
remained strong so long as she restrained her eyes, but fell when 
she commenced to look at and admire the apple. How many there 
are that resist the devil while they restrain their eyes from dangerous 
objects, and full of the most generous sentiments protest that 
nothing can separate them from their duties ; but how different after- 
wards are that young man and woman, that were most resolute not to 
stain their virtue by the slightest liberty. The devil sought to fix 
on their minds the most filthy impressions, but failed, could obtain no 
consent, but as soon as they commenced to give liberty to their eyes, 
behold them immersed in abominations; so great is the power of a 
bad eye, and so strong an incentive to impurity. There is no virtue, 
however pure, no innocence so austere, that it is not destroved and 
corrupted by evil looks. Hence St. Bernard frankly confesses that 
to associate frequently, and look with pleasure at persons of a dif- 
ferent sex, and not to fall into some sin of impurity would be a 
greater miracle than to raise a dead man to life. Would you think of 
raising the dead? Would you esteem yourself of so much merit and 
sanctity before God? I think not. How, then, do you presume to 
resist the force and flattery of an eye dissolute in looks when this is 
a greater miracle? 
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12. The saints did not presume so much, though they had greater 
reason to hope for fortitude. They were well convinced of the pro- 
digious force that the eye had to stain the heart; hence what pains 
did they not take to avoid these incentives! Solitudes, deserts, 
grottos, cloisters, had nothing terrible for them, nor could these 
deter them from flying from the world and its seductions. They 
feared an immodest countenance more than wild beasts or scorpions. 
They might be branded by their enemies as cowards because they 
fled the battle, but they were not ashamed to confess their weakness 
and fears. “I confess,” says St. Jerome, “my weakness. I fear 
the countenance.” If, then, the greatest saints feared a countenance 
so much as to shun it by fleeing to deserts and cloisters, shall a 
worldling have no fear, going on purpose to streets, theaters, balls? 
The saints worn down by fasting and abstinence, squalid in appear- 
ance, with mortified senses, with passions subdued; men of whom, 
as the Apostle says, “the world was not worthy,” feared going out 
of their place of retreat to avoid an immodest countenance ; and you, 
well clad, and better fed, with unsubdued passions, will believe 
yourselves secure, with unguarded looks amid the most flattering 
objects? Forget not the example of David, who did not go to look 
on purpose, but yet, not governing his eyes, fell into adultery. Re- 
frain, therefore, dear brethren, those too curious and lascivious looks, 
guard those eyes too free in looks. If the beautiful virtue of chastity 
of body, mind, and heart, urges you to preserve it, renounce the ob- 
jects that can too easily stain it. Bear in mind the maxim of St. 
Gregory—that we should not look at what is not lawful to desire. 
Doing this, you will avoid the vice of incontinence, remaining 
adorned with grace in the present life, you will have the happy lot 
of being admitted to the glory of God in the next, which is a blessing 
I wish you all. Amen. 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR LITTLE ONES. 


JESUS CHRIST. 
XLI. 


Tue Four Last Tuincs: 1. DEATH. 2. JUDGMENT. 3. HELL. 
4. HEAVEN. 


Children, is this world our home, our true country ?—Whither 
do we wish to travel?—On this journey to heaven, to the house 
of our Father, we are threatened by many dangers, but God warns 
us of these by our conscience, by pious persons, by His command- 
ments, and in many other ways. If, however, we do as many of 
those travellers did, of which I told you in our last lesson, who did 
not heed the warnings of their guide: then we shall be as unfor- 
tunate as they were, and not reach our heavenly home. Why did 
they not reach home?—What was it that some of them should not 
have done in the forest?—Children, the devil and his helpers, the 
wicked men, are the robbers, and the murderers of our souls; we 
must fly from them, and be very watchful, otherwise we shall 
meet death like those travellers, even everlasting death. 

Their guide had warned them of death, and so does God also warn 
us of death. It is certain that we all must die, but those who die 
a death in sin, in disobedience to God, will they go to heaven?— 
Children, think frequently of death; obey God’s commandments and 
lead a pious life, so that you may die a good and blessed death. 
What was the second thing that prevented some of the wayfarers 
from reaching home?—Yes, it was their disobedience to the law, 
and the judgment of the court. Children, who will judge us after 
this life?—Will Jesus reward or punish those who have been 
wicked and transgressed His commandments ?—Think, therefore, 
often of the judgment of God. Of what then should. we often 
think ?—In what way could those wayfarers know that they were 
forbidden to take the fruit?—What did God give us, written upon 
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two tablets of stone?—Obey these commandments therefore, so 
that at the judgment day you may not be condemned to eternal 
punishment. 

The wayfarers who were burned to death in the inn, resemble 
those persons who in this world seek nothing but pleasure and joys, 
and consequently forget all about the journey to heaven. They 
will be taken out of this world unexpectedly and cast into the fire 
of hell, where they will have to endure eternal torments. Chil- 
dren, we may be happy in this world, and enjoy God’s benefits 
with thankful hearts; but we must not on that account forget 
heaven, we must not sin in our pleasures, otherwise what would 
become of us?—Yes, we should goto hell. Think of this then, chil- 
dren, especially when you are tempted to indulge in sinful pleasure. 
When you feel inclined to do wrong, and you say to yourself: 
Why shall I go into everlasting fire for a passing pleasure? then 
certainly the bad desire will be scared away. What is then the 
third point of which we should often think?—If we do not want 
to go to hell, what should we always do, and what should we avoid 
doing? 

A few of the wayfarers who had obeyed their guide faithfully, 
reached their country in safety, where they lived in peace and 
happiness with those they loved. Dear children, I must now tell 
you a terrible truth. Jesus has taught, that although many per- 
sons will start on the way to heaven, only a few will ever obtain that 
happiness. Begin therefore, now, in your youth, to lead such a 
life, which will conduct you to heaven. You must desire with 
your whole heart to go to heaven, and for this reason, you must 
think of heaven, and particularly when it is difficult for you to do 
good and avoid evil. “Heaven is my happy home.” This thought 
will certainly encourage you to lead a good life. There are, there- 
fore, four things, of which we should frequently remind ourselves, 
and they are: 1. Death. 2. Judgment. 3. Hell. 4. Heaven. And 
why should we often think of them?—Because they keep us from 
sinning. Now, would it be possible for a person to sin, who, as 
often as he was tempted to do wrong, thought: You must die one 
day; then you will be judged and if you have been wicked you 
will be cast into hell, and shut out from heaven forever. In some 
families they observe the pious custom, after saying grace at table, 
to add: The four last things of man are: 1. Death. 2. Judg- 
ment. 3. Hell. 4. Heaven. Think, O man in all thy actions 
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of the four last things, and thou wilt never sin.’ Children, you 
must learn to pray this, too, I will repeat it for you several times.— 
What are the four last things, and why should we think of them 
often? 

Dear children, when I look at you all, the question arises in my 
mind: Will these children all go to heaven?—And when I think: 
perhaps some of them will be lost, and go to hell,-it is dread- 
ful thought to me. If at this moment one of you was to be taken 
out of our midst, and shut up in a dark prison from whence he 
would never come out again, what a terrible fate that would be for 
this unfortunate child?—Would you not take great pity on this 
child, and would not try everything to escape such a dreadful 
fate?—Live piously, therefore, and do what Jesus has taught us 
to do, then you will certainly not meet with such misfortune in 
the next world. Why, dear children, did Jesus tell us about beau- 
tiful heaven?—He said: I have told you this that my joy may re- 
main in you, and that your joy may be perfect. Jesus will be 
infinitely glad if we go to Him in heaven one day. And what 
should we do to get there?—we must rejoice in obeying the teach- 
ings of Jesus; for Jesus says: Blessed are you if you do this. Is it 
not sufficient to simply listen to the teaching of Jesus? What is 
the principal thing?—I say also with Jesus, who is the children’s 
best teacher: Dear children, as you know this, you also will be 
blessed if you do as Jesus taught us to do. And you will give this 
promise now to Jesus, your Saviour and Teacher, will you not?— 
God grant that you may also keep the promise! 


XLII. 
Jesus Works MiraAc.Les oF ALL Kinps; HE 1s MAn’s Best FRIEND. 


Dear Children! Who is Jesus Christ?—Yes, that is what the 
Angel said to Mary: He will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And what did God speak in the voice from heaven?—Jesus Christ 
also said Himself, and His whole life confirms it, that He is the 
Son of God. Now, children, if some one was to say to you at this 
moment: I am the Son of God; would you believe him?—Jesus 
looked like a man, He was really a man. But that He was also 
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God, no one could tell; for this reason people would not believe 
that He was the Son of God. Now hear what Jesus did, in order 
that man should know that He was more than man, that He even was 
the Son of Almighty God. The first thing that I told you about 
God, was that He could make all things that He willed. The same 
must be said of Jesus: He can make all things that He wills. What 
did God say when He created heaven, and earth, and everything 
that they contain?—So also at a word, at a sign from Jesus, every- 
thing that He wished took place. I will first of all tell you about 
the Omnipotence of the Father, and then I will tell you something 
of the Omnipotence of Jesus, the Son of God. 

At the creation of the world God said: Let all the waters gather 
together in one place, and let the dry land appear! And this 
happened at once. Now, listen: Jesus was once on the water with 
His disciples, when a fearful storm arose and the disciples cried 
out: “Lord save us, we perish.” Then Jesus commanded the sea, 
and it became quiet immediately. Is this not wonderful, dear 
children! does the sea obey man?—Jesus therefore showed that 
He was more than man. He is the Almighty Son of God. 

How do we obtain food from God?—Does God let the corn grow 
in abundance without man doing his share of work?—When men 
sow, God multiplies the grain in a miraculous way. He makes, for 
instance, thirty, sixty, sometimes a hundred ears of corn to grow 
out of one grain. Is that not wonderful?—Should we be able to 
live if God in His omnipotence did not multiply the grain in the 
fields every year?—Now listen to something similar about Jesus 
Christ! Jesus was once teaching in the wilderness, where thou- 
sands of people had followed Him. It was getting dark, and 
there was nothing in the desert wherewith to satisfy the people’s 
hunger. They only had five barley loaves and two fish. How 
could this be sufficient for so many people? Then Jesus took the 
five loaves and the two fish,—looked up to heaven—gave thanks— 
and blessed them. Then He broke the bread, and gave it to the 
disciples, and the disciples distributed it amongst the multitudes. 
In the same way He had the fish distributed, and they all had as 
much as they could eat. Yes, all those thousands of people had 
enough to eat. And when that which was left over was gathered, 
it filled twelve baskets. Children, is this not very wonderful ?— 
Could a man do this?—Who, therefore, is Jesus Christ ?>— 

God formed the human body out of clay. But it lay upon the 
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ground motionless and dead. Then God breathed a soul into it. 
The body stood up and lived. And what useful members have 
you got on your body?—lIt has often happened that a man, either 
through sickness or an accident has lost some part of his body. 
Can any one create a new part for such an unfortunate person ?— 
For instance can a doctor replace an eye just like the one that has 
been lost?-—No man can do this. But Jesus, who is God and man 
at the same time, can do this, and He proved His omnipotence by 
restoring parts of the human body which had been dead, by a word 
or by the touch of His hand. 

God gave us eyes in our body to see with. The eye of man is 
so wonderfully arranged, that we can see objects all around us. 
But there are men so unfortunate as to have eyes and yet are not able 
to see with them. What are such men called?—Jesus cured a 
youth who was born blind, in the most wonderful manner. He took 
a little spittle, mixed it with earth, and spread it upon the eyes of 
him who was born blind, saying to him: Go, and wash thyself in 
the pool of Siloam! He went, washed himself—and returned see- 
ing. Children, if we were to lay earth upon the eyes of a blind 
person, and then let him go and wash himself, would we enable 
him to see?—To whom did Jesus restore the sight miraculously ?— 
What does this teach us?— 

Children, do you hear me?—With what?—Who created the ear 
of man, and arranged it so beautifully that we can hear with it ?— 
What are those persons called, who have ears, and cannot hear ?— 
A deaf person is very much to be pitied. As a rule deaf persons 
are also unable to speak, and then they are called deaf mutes. A 
deaf mute like this was brought to Jesus, and He was asked to cure 
him. Jesus put His fingers in his ears, and touched his tongue with 
spittle, looked up to heaven, sighed, and said to him: Ephpheta, that 
is to say, Be thou opened! and immediately his ears were opened and 
the string of his tongue was loosed and he spoke. Children, the 
persons who saw this, wondered. Would you not be astounded also 
at such a miracle?—Jesus therefore made the deaf to hear, the 
dumb to speak, and what ought this to teach us?—What has God 
created on your body by means of which you walk?—There are 
men, who have feet, and yet they cannot walk; what are these un- 
fortunate persons called?—-Can we make the lame walk ?—Wonder 
at the power of Jesus. They brought to Him those that were lame, 
and He cured them immediately. Once upon a time Jesus saw a 
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man lying in bed, who had been sick for thirty-eight years, and 
He said to him: Arise, take thy bed, and walk. And immediately 
the man was cured, and he took up his bed, and walked. Yes, 
Jesus healed men of whatever sickness they were afflicted with, 

Children, did God create only the body of man?—What did He 
breathe into the body?—And what happened then ?—Jesus exhibited 
the same power. He gave life to the dead. He raised them to 
life. I will tell you a little story to inspire you with a firm confi- 
dence in Jesus, who can raise the dead to life. Upon one occa- 
sion Jesus entered a city with His disciples. At the same time 
they carried out of the gate the corpse of one who had been in 
life the only son of his mother. The mother and many persons 
accompanied the corpse. When Jesus saw the mother, He was | 
sorry for her, and said kindly: Weep not! Then He ordered the 
bearers to stand still. They put the bier down. They could all 
see the dead body in the open coffin. Jesus said: Young man, I 
say unto thee, arise! And the dead arose, and Jesus led him back 
to his mother. 

I will tell you this once more, and then divide it into several 
questions—Where was Jesus going with His disciples?—What 
were they carrying out of the gate?—Who was the dead man?— 
Who accompanied the corpse?—When Jesus saw the mother how 
did He feel towards her?—-What did He say to her kindly >—What 
did He order the bearers to do?—What did they do?—Who was 
seen lying in the open coffin?—What did Jesus say to the young 
man ?—And what happened ?—Where did Jesus lead him ?—( These 
questions should be asked until the children are able to recite 
the story.) 

From what I have told you, children, to-day about Jesus, you can 
see that Jesus is man’s best friend, and you should pay great atten- 
tion to this. If then Iask: Is Jesus a friend of man? You must 
answer: Jesus is man’s friend. In Him, dear children, is God’s 
goodness to man plainly visible. Now could Jesus have been 
kinder or more gentle to man than He really was?—Wherever He 
went, and He met the poor, the sick, the wretched and needy, He 
always helped them. Jesus has thus given us a beautiful example 
of how we should behave to those who are in want and trouble. 
Dear children, do not be hard hearted; whenever you can show 
kindness to a poor or sick person, do it, for Jesus will accept your 
deed just as if you had done it to Him. 








SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 721 


If I ask: How did Jesus show His kindness for mankind? 
You must answer: He went about helping all who were in want 
and misery. And what should you do?—Ilf Jesus were to ask you 
for a piece of bread, or a drink of water, or anything else, could 
you be so ungrateful, dear children, so uncharitable, as to refuse 
Him if you were able to help Him? Remember, however, that 
Jesus has said: ‘“Whatsoever you do to one of these the least of 
my brethren, you have done unto Me.” And in the next world 
He will not let go unrewarded even a drink of water that was 
handed to a poor person for His sake. When a poor or needy per- 
son asks you for something, treat him as if Jesus Himself had 
asked you for it. Never be rude and unkind to the poor and 
needy, or Jesus will treat also you without mercy when you appear 
before Him to be judged. Now you must tell me the miracles 
which Jesus worked. This will be easier for you if you think of 
those members of your body which Jesus healed in those unfor- 
tunate persons. I will name them to you. He made the blind 
to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb to speak, the lame to walk, He 
healed the sick, and even brought the dead to life. What miracles 
did Jesus work ?—Could a man do such things?—Can we, by these 
works, tell who Jesus was?—He was the omnipotent Son of God. 
He can help us, for He is almighty; what He wills, happens. He 
will help us because He is man’s best Friend, and He calls to all, 
who are needy and miserable, with love and compassion: “Come 
to Me, all you who are burdened, and I will refresh you.” Let 
us obey this call, dear children, and in all our troubles pray devoutly 
to Jesus who will surely help us. 


XLII. 


JESUS IS THE CHILDREN’S GREATEST FRIEND. 


Dear children, that which I am going to tell you to-day about 
Jesus, the Son of God, concerns you particularly, because it con- 
tains the sentiments of Jesus towards children. There are per- 
sons who are particularly fond of innocent, good children, and are 
kind to them at every opportunity; then again there are other per- 
son who are harsh and unkind toward children, hurt them, tease 
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and ill treat them; which of these persons would you like better ?— 
Those who are fond of children or those who do not like them?— 
How ought a friend of children feel towards children?—Yes, he 
ought to love children very much. 

Children stand so much in need of the assistance of grown 
people, that without them, they would perish miserably. If no 
one looked after the food, clothing and shelter of the children, 
would they be able to procure these things for themselves ?—Now, 
when a child is poor, needy and sick, and otherwise afflicted, what 
does it require?—Would one be a friend of children, who could 
see a poor sick child suffering, and not have compassion and help 
it?—What should a friend of children do for children when they 
are in want?—This, dear children, is what Jesus did. He loved 
children very much, and helped them in all their needs; for this 
reason He was the children’s greatest friend. What was Jesus to 
the children?—Jesus Christ is the children’s greatest friend. 

I will now tell you a story which will show you how Jesus 
loved children, how friendly He was to them, and what kindness and 
love He showed them. 

One day some pious mothers brought their children to Jesus 
that He might bless them. His disciples wanted to keep them 
away. But Jesus said kindly and gently: “Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come to Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven.” And He took the children in His arms, laid His 
hands upon them, and blessed them. 

So that you may thoroughly understand how gently Jesus took 
the children in His arms and blessed them, I will show you this event 
in a picture—Here is Jesus, the children’s friend. These men are 
His disciples; these women are the mothers of the children. Look 
at the children, big and little, how they all try to get near to Jesus, 
and how kindly He receives them. Does not this picture please 
you very much?—You must now learn this story by heart, and I 
will help you to do so. 

Why did the pious mothers bring their children to Jesus one 
day ?—Who wanted to keep them away?—But what did Jesus say 
kindly and gently?—What did He do with the children?—And 
what good did He do to them?—You must particularly remember 
the words which the divine friend of children said to the children; 
what were they?—Suffer the little children to come unto Me and 
forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of heaven! 

















SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 723 


Children, would you not like to have been one of those children 
to whom Jesus was so kind, and whom He blessed?—Jesus is not 
with us any longer in human form, for He has returned to His 
Father in heaven, but do you think He, the divine friend of chil- 
dren, would not love the children all the same?—O yes, He loves 
all good, innocent children most tenderly, and He looks down from 
heaven upon them with pleasure. He wishes to give heaven to 
them and bless them. You must therefore love Jesus very much, 
your greatest friend, you must be good and innocent, you must like 
to pray to Him. What has He promised to such good children ?— 
If you would all receive the kingdom of heaven from Jesus one day, 
what happiness this would be for you through all eternity! From 
the story which I have just told you, you may see how Jesus loved 
children. But a friend of children also helps them in all their neces- 
sities. Jesus did this likewise, as you will see in the following 
story. Jesus was once sitting at table, when the father of a sick 
child came to Him, fell at His feet and said: My daughter lies 
sick, at the point of death; come and place Thy Hand upon her, 
and she will be healed and live. Jesus arose immediately and went 
with him. But when Jesus arrived at the house, the girl, who was 
only twelve years of age, was already dead. Father, mother and 
the entire household wept and mourned. But Jesus said kindly: 
“Weep not! The maiden is not dead, but sleepeth only.” There- 
upon Jesus took her by the hand and said: “Maiden, I say unto 
thee, arise!” Thereupon the dead child came to life, and rose up, 
and the parents were filled with astonishment and joy. If I ask 
you now: What love in particular did Jesus show to the daugh- 
ter of Jairus, for that was the name of the girl’s father; you must 
answer: Jesus raised the girl, who was dead, to life again. 

This little picture represents Jesus raising the daughter of Jairus 
from the dead. I will give this picture to the one who will now 
repeat this story to me. First of all, I will rehearse it with a few 
short questions.—As Jesus sat at table one day, who came to Him? 
—What did the father of the sick child do and what did he say ?>— 
What did Jesus do immediately >—When Jesus arrived at the house 
what had happened to the girl?—What did the parents and all the 
household do?—What did Jesus say gently?—What did Jesus do 
with the girl’s hand, and what did He say to her? Then what hap- 
pened with the dead child?—And when the child arose, how were 
her parents affected ?>— 
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If Jesus loves the children so tenderly that He helps them in all 
their needs, what ought the children do?—You should love this 
divine friend of children very much, pray to Him, and no matter 
what happens to you always take refuge with Him. You must now 
tell me how we may know those children who really love Jesus?— 
Name the ten commandments ?—What is the great commandment 
of love?—Never sin against this commandment, for by so doing 
you would grieve your heavenly friend, and He could not receive 
you into heaven. Where will bad children be put?—Yes; God 
punishes children when they are bad. Listen to a story which will 
show you, how God punished some children, who did not love their 
friend, and made fun of him. The prophet Elias, who was very 
fond of children and was kind to them, once went into a town. 
As he walked along, he met some litttle boys who made fun of 
him ‘and called after him: Come here, bald head! Come here, 
bald head! The prophet had through old age lost most of his hair 
and was bald headed. The prophet looked at the bad boys and 
warned them, they would be terribly punished by God for their 
wickedness. And immediately there came two bears out of the 
forest, who killed these wicked children. Thus, children, did God 
demonstrate in a terrible manner how displeasing it is to Him 
when children do not love those who mean well by them. If these 
boys had greeted the old prophet respectfully, no evil would 
have befallen them. The holy man would have blessed them, and 
prayed to God for their welfare. 

You must not only love Jesus, the children’s greatest friend, but 
you should also love any other friend of children. There are, 
thank God, many persons who are very fond of you children, 
and who strive to please you whenever they can. If children grieve 
such friends by disobedience or wickedness, what will God do with 
such bad children ?—Bear this in mind, then, always love Jesus, your 
best friend; and also all those who are friendly to you, and strive 
to please them by good behavior. 

When I meet children in the street or elsewhere, I have often 
noticed that some children run away as soon as they see me, as 
if they were afraid of me. Others, on the contrary, come up to me 
in the most friendly way. Which behavior do you think is the 
better?—-You must never behave like those ill-mannered, un- 
sociable and unfriendly children who would sooner run away than 
give a kindly greeting. You know that I love you all very much, 
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and when I can give you any little pleasure I do so gladly, and 
I help you when it is necessary. And do you not think that I must 
feel very bad when I see my affection treated with unfriendliness 
by children?—And so does every friend of children. If a child 
is sent to church to worship Jesus, the great friend of children, 
and either does not go, or goes there but prays without devotion, 
even laughs or talks, does such a child love Jesus, the children’s 
friend?—When I am speaking to you about Jesus, and some chil- 
dren are inattentive and do not care to hear about Jesus, but rather 
talk and play, are they pleasing to Jesus, the children’s friend; 
will they obtain His blessing? Does Jesus not know whether chil- 
dren love Him or not?—What does He desire?—Do you wish to 
love Him in return?—We will now prove our love for Him by 
reciting devoutly the Our Father, as we have been taught by 
Jesus, so that we may be blessed by Him. 


XLIV. 
JESUS Is THE REDEEMER OF MANKIND By His Passion AND DEATH. 


Dear children, I have already told you many things by which you 
see how much Jesus loved mankind. For love of us He left the 
glory of heaven to become man. For love of us He was exposed, 
even from His earliest youth, to poverty, persecution, and hard toil. 
For three years Jesus taught man untiringly everything necessary 
to know, for his sanctification in this world and his eternal happi- 
ness in the other. What did Jesus teach us as to who had the great- 
est love? Life is the greatest blessing that we have here below, 
and he who gives his life for his friend shows the greatest love. 
To give our life for any one what must we do?—Is it pleasant and 
easy to die?—Death is usually accompanied with great suffering. 
Dear children, you have heard a great deal whereby you recognize 
the love of Jesus for mankind, but the best way to fully under- 
stand His great love for us, is to meditate on His great suf- 
ferings for us. Listen therefore with compassion and reverence 
to the sad story of the bitter passion of Jesus our Redeemer! 

You know that when Jesus was twelve years old He went with 
His parents to the temple in Jerusalem. And before He began His 
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passion He went again with His disciples to the temple at Jerusalem, 
Jesus is not only man, He is also God, and therefore He knew be- 
forehand everything that He would have to suffer. His disciples 
did not know this as they were only men. On the way to Jerusalem 
Jesus said to them: “Behold, we go to Jerusalem, and all those 
things will come to pass which God has revealed by the prophets 
concerning the Redeemer of the world. The Redeemer will be 
mocked, scourged, and spit upon: and after they have scourged 
Him they will put Him to death; but He will rise again upon the 
third day.” 

What did Jesus say to His disciples?—Who told Jesus that He 
would have to suffer so much?—Do you know everything that you 
will have to suffer in the future?-—Who is Jesus Christ that He 
knows-things which will happen in the future?—lf you knew that 
you would be killed in a certain place, would you go there?—Now 
although Jesus knew everything that would happen to him in Jeru- 
salem, still He went there; for children, Jesus took these suffer- 
ings upon Himself of His own free will. No one could have forced 
Him to do it. For whose sake then did Jesus suffer?—And if He 
had not done this where should we all have to go in the next world? 
—Why, what would have condemned us to hell?—From this sin 
Jesus redeemed us. 

When Jesus, with His disciples, drew near to the city of Jeru- 
salem, He was met by a crowd of people. They took branches 
from the trees in their hands and led Jesus into the city with glad 
rejoicing. They exclaimed: “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Praise be to Him who cometh in the name of the Lord!” In re- 
membrance of this solemn entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, every 
year on Palm Sunday the faithful, in the churches, receive branches 
of blessed palm. Many of you, I daresay, have, on Palm Sunday, 
seen the priests and the people with palms in their hands walking 
in procession through the church, while the choir sings hymns. 
Why is this done? What should it remind us of? 

But Jesus had prophesied that they would mock, scourge, spit 
upon and kill Him at Jerusalem, and now He is entering the city 
midst rejoicings; how is this?—Because, children, what Jesus had 
said, was yet to take place. This rejoicing did not last long, Jesus 
had many enemies, they were those wicked people who were greatly 
scandalized, seeing how Jesus was honored, and they resolved 
that they would put Him to death. And now listen what they did. 
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Amongst the disciples of Jesus, there was one called Judas. He 
loved money better than anything else, and would not hesitate to 
do any bad deed for the sake of money. He knew that the enemies 
of Jesus wanted to kill Him, and so he went to them and said: 
What will you give me if I deliver Him to you?—They promised 
him money, thirty pieces of silver, and he promised to deliver 
Jesus into their hands. What do you think of this Judas ?—Did not he 
act most wickedly and shamefully?>—He was willing to betray 
his friend and greatest benefactor for thirty pieces of silver. What 
was the name of this wicked disciple of Jesus? 

Children, I have already told you that Jesus knew everything that 
was going to happen to Him; did Jesus know then also that Judas 
was going to betray Him?—Jesus can look into the heart of man. 
He knows their most secret thoughts, did He not also know what 
wicked thing Judas was about to do?—Yes, Jesus knew it well; 
but in His great mercy He wished to save this wretched Judas. 
Therefore He showed Judas that He knew of it and warned him. 
Jesus did this at the last supper, of which I shall speak to you later, 
when He said to his disciples, who were seated at table with Him, 
in tones of sorrow and grief: “Verily I say unto you, one of you 
will betray me. But woe to the one who will betray me. 
It were better for him that he had never been born.” The 
disciples looked at one another in fear, and could not imagine 
which one He meant. One after the other they asked Jesus: 
“Lord, is it I?”—At last, even Judas asked: “Lord, is it 1?” 
and Jesus said, without being heard by the others: “Thou hast 
said it!”’—And shortly afterwards Judas went out to betray Jesus. 
What can Jesus look into?—Did He know what Judas contemplated 
in his heart?—Who is Jesus Christ?—Did the warning of Jesus 
restrain the wicked Judas?—O, children, if Judas had not been 
so obstinate, and had minded the gentle admonition of Jesus, he 
would not have been so unfortunate as to have betrayed Jesus. 
Jesus had to undergo more sorrow through Peter, another of His 
disciples, which He had also foretold. After Judas had left, Jesus 
remained at table with the other disciples. He spoke to them of 
His departure to the Father. Then Peter asked: “Lord, whither 
goest thou?” Jesus answered: “Where I go thou canst not follow 
me.” Peter said: “Lor, why cannot I follow thee now ?—Be- 
hold I would give my life for thee!” Jesus said: “Thou wouldst 
give thy life for me? O Peter! Verily, verily, I say unto thee 
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that before the cock crows twice, thou wilt have denied me thrice.” 
Peter would not believe this, although Jesus repeated clearly and 
positively: “Verily, I say to thee: This night—even this very night 
—before the cock crows twice—thou wilt deny me thrice.” 

Peter considered it impossible that he would ever deny his best 
friend, his divine Master. “Lord,” he said once again, “and if | 
must die with thee, I would not deny thee. I am ready to go with 
thee into prison, and to death.” Children, who knows what 1 
am going to do to-day, I myself, or you?—We are weak, and 
though we make up our minds not to do a thing, in the end we 
may do it all the same. Jesus knew what Peter was going to do, 
better than Peter did himself. Why did Jesus know this better? 
—Who is Jesus?—And who is Peter?—Peter is only a man, but 
Jesus is God and man at the same time, He is the omniscient Son 
of God. To which of the disciples did Jesus foretell that he would 
deny Him?—You will hear now what happened. Jesus then went 
with His disciples to the Mount of Olives, which was a garden in 
which a great many olive trees grew. Adjoining this garden there 
was another smaller garden, called Gethsemani, where Jesus often 
went to pray. When He entered the garden He said to His disci- 
ples, “Sit down here, while I go up and pray. Pray also, that you 
may not be led into temptation.” He took only three of His disci- 
ples, Peter, James and John with Him, and went on farther into 
the garden. Here, He was overcome by a great sadness and de- 
jection. He trembled with fear and apprehension. All the suf- 
ferings that He would have to undergo, passed before His mind. 
The enormous guilt of man’s sins, their malice, and obduracy 
caused Him such sorrow, that He said to His disciples: My soul 
is sorrowful unto death! Stay here, and watch and pray with 
me. Then Jesus went still farther into the garden and prayed: 
“Father, if it be possible, take this chalice away from me! Yet 
not my will be done, but thine.” Jesus prayed thus three times 
and His agony was so great, that a sweat of blood broke out 
upon Him. His sweat was like blood, which ran down upon the 
ground. And after He had prayed the third time: “Father, if 
thou wilt not remove this chalice from me, thy will be done!” 
an angel appeared and strengthened Him. 

Dear children, when a man has committed a crime, and has to 
undergo a severe punishment for it, how wretched must he feel? 
—Imagine the sins of all men, and the great punishment which 
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they deserved, and this awful punishment Jesus would take upon 
Himself. O what a fearful thing sin is, for if men had not sinned, 
Jesus would not have had to suffer this great agony. Why did 
He suffer such an agony?—Remember this: On the Mount of 
Olives He suffered such agony, that He sweated blood. What did 
Jesus suffer on the Mount of Olives? Now hear how the prophecy 
of Jesus concerning Judas came true. Judas had joined the ene- 
mies of Jesus and asked for soldiers and helpers, which he would 
lead to the place where Jesus was praying, that they might take 
Him prisoner. With these soldiers, who were provided with lan- 
terns, spears, and swords, Judas entered the garden. Judas had 
said to the soldiers: The one whom I shall kiss is the one, seize 
Him! The shameless Judas then approached Jesus and said to 
Him: “Master, welcome!” and kissed Him. Then Jesus said sadly: 
“Friend, why art thou come? Judas, dost thou betray the Son 
of Man with a kiss?”—How did judas betray Jesus?—What did 
he do?—What did he say?—thereupon Jesus went up to the armed 
men and said to them: “Whom seek ye?”—They answered Him: 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said with dignity: “I am He!” At 
these words they fell back, and fell to the ground as if struck by 
lightning. By this Jesus showed that without His will they could 
no take Him prisoner. He went willingly to death; none could 
have forced Him to it. , 

As the soldiers rose up again, Jesus asked them: “Whom seek 
ye?’—They answered again: “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said— 
without this time making them feel His almighty power: “I have 
told you, that I am He. If you seek me, let these go free,” and 
He pointed to His disciples. 

The soldiers and servants approached Jesus, and laid hands 
upon Him, to take Him prisoner. He patiently allowed His hands 
to be bound, and they dragged Him forth, and led Him into the 
city to His enemies. The Apostles, however, and even Peter, fled, 
just as Jesus had foretold. 

Now, dear children, remember well what I have told you to- 
day. I shall continue the history of the bitter passion of our Lord 
in our next lesson, and I shall expect you then to answer my ques- 
tions about to-day’s lesson. 
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XLV. 
Jesus wAs ScoURGED AND MOCKED For Love oF Us. 


In our last lesson, you have heard, dear children, that the soldiers 
and servants took Jesus prisoner and led Him into the city of Jeru- 
salem. Here Jesus was dragged before a judge, just as if He had 
committed a crime. False witnesses testified against Jesus, and ac- 
cused Him of all sorts of bad deeds, nevertheless no wrong could be 
proved to Him, simply because Jesus had never said or done any- 
thing wrong. Then the judge, who was the high priest, asked Him: 
“T adjure thee by the living God, to tell us the truth: Art thou 
the Christ, the Son of God?” Jesus answered: “It is, as thou 
sayest JIamhe. And I tell you of a truth, that you will soon see 
the son of man sitting at the right of the power of God, and you 
will see him coming upon the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest rent his garments and cried: “He has blas- 
phemed God!” For they would not acknowledge Jesus to be the Son 
of God. All those who were present at the tribunal cried out: He 
has deserved death. Children, who is Jesus Christ ?—What did the 
voice from heaven say? What did Jesus say to His mother in the 
Temple at Jerusalem? In what way did He prove that He can do 
all things that He wills? Where did He demonstrate that He 
knew everything, that He could look into the hearts of men, and 
know what they were thinking about? Was this judge right or 
wrong? 

The soldiers and servants conducted Jesus below into the court- 
yard of the palace, there to guard Him for the rest of the night. 
And there they commenced their mockery. Some of them spat 
in His face, and struck Him upon the cheek. Others bound His 
eyes, struck Him, and said: “Thou art the Messiah, the great 
prophet, prophesy to us therefore who it is that struck thee?” And 
they blasphemed Him in many other ways. What do you think, 
dear children, of the shameful behavior of these men? Any one 
who can mock at an unfortunate person, no matter who it is, must 
be very bad. Never be guilty of such a crime, like these cruel 
soldiers. What did the soldiers do to Jesus? 

I have already told you what Jesus had foretold of Peter. Who 
can tell me? Did Peter believe that he would deny Jesus? It hap- 
pened however just as Jesus prophesied. Peter and John had fol- 
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lowed Jesus at a distance to the courtyard of the high priests. At 
night the soldiers made a fire in the courtyard, because the night 
was cold. Peter, feeling the cold, approached the fire, and sat 
down with the soldiers, wishing to wait and find out what they 
were going to do with Jesus. A servant girl came up and said 
to Peter: ‘You are one of the disciples of Jesus?” Peter, how- 
ever, was frightened, and he denied it. “No,” he said, “I am not. 
I do not even know him. I cannot understand why you should say 
such a thing.” With these words he left the courtyard, and went 
out. Meanwhile the cock had crowed for the first time. Peter 
shortly afterwards returned to the courtyard. There he was seen 
by another person, and this one too said immediately: “Behold, 
that one was also with Jesus of Nazareth, he is one of his adher- 
ents.” Peter denied it again. “I am not one of them, and I know 
not the man.” Finally another one of the men said, pointing at 
Peter: “This one is an adherent of him.” Peter still more fright- 
ened said: “Man, I do not know of whom you are speaking.” 
Nevertheless, the other servants, looking at him closer, said: “Yea, 
verily, it is so! Thou art one of them.” And Peter began to curse 
and to swear that he did not know the man called Jesus. Just 
then the cock crowed the second time. What Jesus had told before- 
hand, had come to pass: “This night before the cock crows twice, 
thou wilt deny me thrice.” 

At that very moment, Jesus was led past the courtyard; Jesus 
turned round and looked sadly and reproachfully at Peter. Peter 
remembered the words of Jesus, and he went out, covered himself 
with his cloak, and began to weep bitterly. What wrong did Peter? 
And when Jesus looked at him reproachfully, what happened? If 
we should ever be so unfortunate as to fall into sin like Peter, 
what should we do immediately, the same as Peter? Yes, we 
should sincerely repent and weep over our fault, and make amend- 
ment as he did. Children, what wrong did Judas do? How much 
money did he get for committing his foul deed? Now hear what 
happened to the unfortunate Judas. When Judas saw that Jesus 
whom he had betrayed, was to be condemned to death, he became 
frightened. He took back the thirty pieces of silver to the high 
priests and cried out: “I have sinned! I have betrayed innocent 
blood!” The chief priests, however, made answer: ‘What does 
that matter to us! Look thou to it!” At these words, Judas, pale 
and trembling with fright, threw the money down on the floor, 
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rushed away, and in his despair, took a rope, and hanged himself. 
O children, how miserable Judas was because he sinned, and did not 
amend while there was yet time. If we do not wish to be so un- 
fortunate, of what ought we to be very careful? Not to commit 
sin, for to die in sin is the worst of deaths, so we see in Judas. 

Jesus was then bound and led before the Roman governor, Pon- 
tius Pilate. His enemies demanded that Pilate should execute Him 
at once. They accused Jesus falsely, that He had blasphemed God, 
in saying He was the Son of God; that He was a seducer of the 
people, that He forbade them to pay tribute to Cesar, and pro- 
claimed Himself as Christ, the King of Israel. Pilate, who in- 
quired into their accusations, found no guilt in Jesus, and became 
aware that the chief priests had out of envy delivered Jesus to him. 
The enemies of Jesus now sought to make the people demand that 
Pilate should order Him to be crucified. But Pilate said to them: 
“T find no fault in Him.” 

It was the custom with the Israelites that at the time of the Easter 
festival a prisoner should be set free. Pilate wished to make use of 
this opportunity to release Jesus. He caused a prisoner named Barab- 
bas, who had been imprisoned for murder, and who looked like a 
savage in his chains, to be placed beside Jesus, the most beautiful of 
men, full of heavenly grace and dignity, and then asked the people: 
“Which shall I release to you, Barabbas, a murderer, and a rebel, or 
* Jesus whom they call the Christ?” Influenced by the enemies of 
Jesus, the whole populace cried with one voice: “Not this one! 
Away with Him! Release Barabbas!’” Pilate, who would gladly 
have released Jesus, said: “But what then shall we do with Jesus?” 
Then they cried out all together: “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 
Pilate said for the third time: “What wrong hath He done? I 
find no fault in Him deserving of death. I will, however, have Him 
scourged—and after that set Him free.” Children, did Pilate act 
right? should a judge let an innocent person be scourged? What 
ought Pilate to have done? He did not release Jesus, but had Him 
led out to be scourged, although innocent. The soldiers conducted 
Jesus to the guard house, took off His clothes, bound Him to a pillar, 
and scourged Him. O dear children, what agony did the loving 
Jesus undergo then! These monsters scourged Him so unmercifully 
that the blood ran in streams from His body, that the flesh hung in 
shreds, and His whole body was covered with wounds. On whose 
account did Jesus undergo this fearful suffering of the scourging at 
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the pillar? Never forget all your life long what He endured for 
love of us. They scourged Him until the blood came. What did 
they do to Jesus by order of Pilate? 

Bad, cruel men take delight in ill-treating others, and this is what 
these soldiers did. Pilate had ordered them only to scourge Jesus, 
but in their inhumanity and cruelty they went much farther. After 
they had scourged Him, they began to mock Him, because He had 
called Himself a king. They put a red mantle upon Him, pressed 
a crown woven out of thorns upon His head, and instead of a 
sceptre they placed a reed in His right hand. Then they came up to 
Him—one after the other—bent the knee before Him, saluted Him 
mockingly and cried out: “Long live the King of the Jews!” 
Then they spat upon Him, struck His cheeks, tore the reed out of 
His hand, and struck Him over the head with it, so that the thorns 
penetrated deeper into His forehead and temples. Ah, what awful 
tortures Jesus must have suffered, and why, dear children? And 
Jesus suffered all this with the utmost patience. How we sometimes 
complain of a little headache. Think of the crown of thorns. 
How many of the thorns were broken whilst the crown was being 
pressed down upon His head and some of them entered through 
skin and flesh, so that the blood streamed down His sacred face. 
Never forget as long as you live that: They pressed a crown of 
thorns upon His head. What did the soldiers press upon His head 
after the scourging? As often, dear children, as you see a picture 
of Jesus Christ with the crown of thorns, render your thanks to 
Him, for having undergone this suffering for love of you, and for al- 
lowing Himself to be crowned with the terrible crown of thorns. 

Pilate then had the cruelly scourged and thorn-crowned Jesus led 
before the people and said: “Behold this man!’’—as if to say, he is 
a man, why are you so unhuman to him? But the Jews cried out: 
“Crucify Him! Away with Him; away to the cross!” When 
Pilate saw that he could do nothing with the people and by his re- 
sistance would only excite them all the more, he mounted his throne 
and had a basin of water brought to him, wherein he washed his 
hands in the sight of all the people, saying: “I am innocent of the 
blood of this just man! You are responsible!” But the whole 
people cried out: “May His blood come upon us and our children!” 
And then Pilate surrendered the innocent Jesus to his enemies to be 
crucified. My dear children! Do you not have pity with the suffer- 
ings of dear Jesus? Why did Jesus have to suffer these tortures? 
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Will you promise to our beloved Saviour, never to offend Him by 
sin? What did Jesus suffer on the Mount of Olives? Who be- 
trayed Him? What end did Judas find? Which disciple denied 
Jesus three times? Was Peter as bad as Judas? What did he do 
when Jesus looked at him reproachfully? What was the name of 
the Roman governor to whom Jesus was led? What did he let 
them do to Jesus, though he declared Him innocent? What did the 
inhuman soldiers press upon Jesus’ head after the scourging? 
What was the name of the murderer whom the Jews preferred to 
Jesus? What did they cry out, that Pilate should do to Jesus? 
And what did Pilate finally do? The rest of this sad story, what 
happened further to our dear Jesus, I will tell you in our next lesson, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
LESSON XLI. 


119. What are the four last things of man, and why should we often 
think upon them? The four last things are: 1. Death. 2. Judgment. 3, 
Hell. 4. Heaven. Think, O man, in all thy works of the four last things, 
and thou wilt never sin. 


LESSON XLII. 


120. How did Jesus treat all men? Jesus is the best friend of all men. 

121. In what way did He show His friendship for man? He went about 
helping all those who were needy and miserable. 

122. What miracles did Jesus work? He made the blind to see, the 
-deaf to hear, the dumb to speak, the lame to walk. He healed the sick, 
He even raised the dead to life. (Narration). 


LESSON XLIII. 


123. What was Jesus to the children? Jesus Christ was the greatest 
friend to children. 

124. What did He say to the children upon one occasion? Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven. 

125. What love did Jesus show to the daughter of Jairus? Jesus raised 
the girl who was dead to life again. 


LESSONS XLIV. AND XLV. 


126. In what way can we best tell the love of Jesus for us? We can 
tell His love for us the best by all that He suffered for us. 

127. What did Jesus suffer on the Mount of Olives? On the Mount of 
Olives He suffered such an agony that a bloody sweat broke out upon Him. 

128. What great suffering did they inflict upon Him? They scourged 
Him until the blood flowed. 

129. What did they press upon His head? They pressed a crown of thorns 
upon His head. 





